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 ASYLUM SEEKER NUMBERS IN GERMANY FALL BY 18PC

9/1/12006- The number of people seeking asylum in Germany fell to its lowest level in 22 years in 2005, officials told Deutsche- Press-Agentur Sunday. Information from the Ministry of the Interior showed that only 28,914 refugees requested asylum in Germany last year, which was 18.8 per cent less than 2004. It was also the lowest level since 1983. At the same time, the chances of gaining asylum in Germany last year also remained relatively remote. Only 0.9 per cent of requests for asylum were granted. The downward trend in asylum seekers follows reform of Germany's asylum laws in 1993. In addition to legislative measures and steps to shorten the processing time for asylum applications, German Interior Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble also believes that increased European cooperation against asylum abuse has contributed to the numbers drop. Schaeuble wants to move to strengthen the obligation of those not entitled to remain in Germany to leave the country. Data produced by Schaeuble's ministry showed the number of asylum- seekers declining each month in 2005 compared to 2004. That said, however, the war in Iraq resulted in a 53.4 per cent jump in applications for asylum from people seeking to escape the country. Last year, 1983 Iraqis applied for asylum. Asylum applications from Serbia and Montenegro rose by 43.2 per cent to 5522. But in seven out of ten main countries generating asylum seekers, China, Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey, the numbers of asylum-seekers fell.
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ANALYSIS: EUROPE'S ASYLUM TRENDS
The number of asylum seekers in the world's 38 industrialised countries in 2004 fell to its lowest level in 16 years - but for several of the EU's new member-states the figures rose sharply. The BBC's Central and South-East Europe analyst, Gabriel Partos, examines what lies behind the European trends reported by the United Nations refugee agency, the UNHCR. 

1/3/2005- The world's three largest traditional destinations for asylum seekers - the United States, Germany and Britain - have all registered huge drops in the number of people applying for asylum in recent years.  Last year they were overtaken by France as the leading receiving country. In general, the scale of the asylum problem across western Europe is now down to a level last seen in the mid- to late 1980s. The continuing drop in numbers in recent years has been due to a combination of factors: a stricter asylum policy in the receiving countries and greater political stability - or at least a widely-shared hope for a better future - in some of the major source regions, including Afghanistan, Iraq and the Balkans. But Serbia and Montenegro - primarily through Kosovo - remains the second largest source of asylum seekers after the Russian Federation. In spite of this overall downward trend - 19% across the EU as a whole - the EU's 10 new members actually registered a small increase of 4% in asylum seekers last year. Cyprus, Malta, Poland and Slovakia - plus Finland from among the older EU members - actually saw a marked increase in arrivals last year.  The UNHCR's spokesman for Europe, Rupert Colville, identified two reasons for this contrasting trend. "Some countries are getting a large number of Chechens - people from the Russian Federation but the majority of them Chechens. "In the case of Cyprus, which has gone up a lot, it's a bit of a local anomaly, really, in that they've had a large number of Bangladeshi and Pakistani students who were in Cyprus, who have then been claiming asylum. It's a sort of disconnect between the migration system and the asylum system." 

'Magnet' countries 
Behind these specific reasons, there is also a broader trend. In many cases the new members - whether on the eastern fringes of central Europe or in the south and eastern Mediterranean - now form the new borders of the EU. Apart from being the first - and often the easiest - point of arrival in the EU, these countries are also becoming increasingly prosperous and, therefore, more of a magnet for would-be asylum claimants. But claiming asylum in itself does not by any means guarantee success.  Rupert Colville highlighted the situation in Slovakia, which "is definitely very overburdened with asylum seekers". "It has a very young asylum system, very fragile, let's say. They had 11,300 in 2004, which is a lot for the Slovak Republic. "However, hardly anyone is getting recognised [as refugees] in the Slovak Republic, even though they have a high number of Chechens coming there, whereas in neighbouring countries, like Austria for example, you find a much, much higher recognition rate." 

Different patterns 
Even among the new central European members of the EU there are diverging trends.  The Czech Republic and Hungary have been following the downward shift in western Europe, with a massive 52% reduction in last year's asylum claimants in the Czech Republic and a one-third drop in Hungary. Similarly, Bulgaria and Romania - which will form the next wave of EU enlargement - have seen a sizeable decrease.  In general, though, the contradictory developments across the EU are a source of concern to the UNHCR. "What is a glaring omission, I think, is any kind of burden-sharing mechanism," says Mr Colville.  "That's worrying us, particularly for these new member-states. Obviously, as the new border states, they are coming under some pressure. And there's really no system for the EU to help out countries which are getting their undue share of the numbers."  The limited extent of existing burden-sharing mechanisms is less of a problem at a time when the numbers of asylum seekers are down to a level last seen nearly 20 years ago. 

Crisis plans 
The danger is that if there is another major conflict that would prompt a large wave of asylum seekers, the EU's new members with their limited resources could easily be overwhelmed. Friso Roscam Abbing, a spokesman for the European Commission, says however that the EU is not turning away from the problem.  "We are obviously aware of the increase in the number of asylum seekers in a number of EU member states, and precisely in those who have external borders," he says.  The "Hague programme" adopted last November by European leaders said there should be assistance for member states which merely due to their geographical location faced an influx of asylum seekers or immigrants, Mr Abbing noted. "This is where the whole idea of solidarity - very solemnly enshrined also in the European constitutional treaty, in the chapter on immigration and asylum - and burden-sharing kicks in."  In 2000, after lengthy negotiations, EU leaders allocated 216m euros (£149m; $286m) to a European Refugee Fund (ERF), to run until the end of 2004. Last year, they agreed to extend the fund for the period 2005-2010.Some 10m euros of the fund can be used in an emergency, to house, feed and offer medical assistance to a sudden large influx of refugees anywhere in the EU.EU leaders have also pledged to develop a common asylum system by the end of the decade, but that may be harder to achieve than handing out money. 
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ASYLUM FALLING AROUND THE WORLD

1/3/2005- The number of asylum seekers coming to the industrialised world  fell by a fifth in 2004 to its lowest level in 16 years, according to the United Nations. The refugee agency says applications fell by 40% since a high in 2001. Between 2003 and 2004, France became the top receiving nation, followed by the USA, UK and Germany. In terms of applications per head, Cyprus was top.  The European Union as a whole recorded 19% fewer requests for asylum in 2004 - the lowest level in almost a decade. "In most industrialized countries, it should simply not be possible to claim there is a huge asylum crisis any more," said Raymond Hall, head of the UN refugee agency's Europe bureau. The peak was 2001 when more than 655,000 people sought asylum in industrialised nations. But the UN's latest 

figures, based on data coming from each of the 50 richest industrialised nations, show the number of asylum applications fell from 508,000 in 2003 to 396,400 in 2004.

Falls in Europe

Within Europe, asylum applications fell from just under 400,000 to 314,300 over the year. Requests fell in most nations, but reached highs in Cyprus, Finland, South Korea, Malta, Poland and Slovakia. North America recorded a quarter fewer asylum requests while the drop was higher still for Australia and New Zealand.  However, disproportionately large drops in requests were recorded within some EU member states. Arrivals to the UK fell by 33% compared with the EU average of 19%. In Germany the fall was 30% and in 

Italy it was an estimated 26%. France became the largest receiving nation after witnessing a slight rise in applications. The USA, top of the table last year, moved to second place while the UK fell to third. An alternative measure, comparing arrivals to the number of inhabitants, found Cyprus received the most asylum seekers - 12.4 per 1,000 of its residents.  The UK received 0.7 asylum seekers per 1,000 residents, placing it 15th in the 

list and marginally above the EU average.  Looking at figures for 2000 to 2004, the United States received the highest overall number of requests - 411,700.  The UK came second, and therefore the highest for Europe, with 393,800 asylum applications, followed by Germany (324,200) and France (279,200).

Nationalities drop off

The UN says there has been a drop in applications from all the top 10 asylum nationalities, reflecting changing world circumstances. The Russian Federation continues to produce the most asylum applicants in the industrialised world, followed by Serbia and Montenegro and China. However, the number of asylum seekers from Afghanistan and Iraq continued to fall - 

the two nations formerly having produced some of the largest movements of people into Europe in recent years. The number of Afghans seeking asylum has dropped by 83% since 2001 while Iraqi asylum applications have fallen by 80% since 2002. These falls have coincided with regime changes in both countries. Only five of the top 40 asylum nations recorded an increase - people from Haiti, Azerbaijan, Algeria and Moldova. The UN's Raymond Hall said he hoped the recorded fall in numbers would enable countries to 

improve the quality of their asylum systems, "from the point of view of protecting refugees, rather than just cutting numbers. "The EU could also take a giant step forward by working towards a system of responsibility and burden sharing, so that next time there is a crisis they are in a much better position to help the worst affected among them."

Read key points and see graphs from the 2004 asylum report

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/05/world_2004_asylum_figures/html/1.stm
©BBC News   http://news.bbc.co.uk/
source:

antiracism mailing list

antiracism@icare.to
