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Introduction

Riots of 2005 in the French suburbs were urban acts of violence which began in 


Clichy-sous-Bois on October 27th, 2005 then spread in a big number of poor suburbs 

across France. The urgent state was declared on November 8th, 2005, then 

extended for a length of 3 months. On November 15th, situation was not tranquilized.

 On November 17th, the police declared to have come back to normal situation.

 We will try to understand how this phenomenon became so important, then bring out 

 the origin of this problem , and finally  see how those riots were interpreted in other 

 countries.
1. A complete context of violence

French riots principally took the form of criminal fires and stony throws against police 
force.

 In certain cases, these events were transformed into riots comparing several 

hundred of persons in "sensitive" said quarters of suburbs against French force of 

police, with sometimes shooting with real bullets against the policemen.

On November 3rd in morning, they counted 315 burned vehicles and 29 arrests in 

Clichy-sous-Bois and of other close quarters. In the evening of November 4th, 

clashes go on and climate is always tightened also with a certain abatement in 

Clichy-sous-Bois (93), a starting point of these riots. Riots then stretched into other 

quarters of Seine-Saint-Denis, then into other departments of Île-de-France. Acts of

 vandalisms and riots then appeared in other cities of province (Rouen, Dijon, 

Marseilles, Lille, Toulouse, Strasbourg and others). The night from Sunday, 6 till 

Monday, November 7th was the most active with 1 408 burned vehicles, 395 stopped 

persons and of agitation and vandalisms in number growing in the provincial cities. 

From Tuesday, November 8th, the balance sheet of destruction of every night is 

regularly going down.

Together, these three weeks of urban violence are the most important agitation in 

France since May, 1968.

2. The origin of this problem

France wakes up in front of a serious, many years lasting phenomenon 

which she intentionally ignored. However, in the film which Mathieu Kassovitz 

accomplished in 1995, “La haine”, there was this bottom of the truth from which the 
French politicians who succeeded one another in power turned away. " Important, 
said the trailer of the film, is not fall but touchdown. "

Precisely, that represents the suburb, that constitute cities, "quarters", as they say, 

for young persons in badly of touchdown? " For what can a young person hope who 

is born in a quarter without a soul, who saw in an ugly building, … with all around a 

society which prefers diverting look and intervenes only when it is necessary to 

forbid? ", asked François Mitterrand in December, 1990 ,Bron, after riots of the 

suburbs of Lyons of Vaulx-en-Velin, in a founder speech, that of the Policy of the city.

Why these suburbs of Lyons? Because, eight years after the blaze of the quarter of 

Lyons of Minguettes, the suburb of Vaulx-en-Velin had caught fire: history introduces 

similarities with what knows France in present time. A young person kills himself in 

an accident of motorbike caused by a police roadblock, the quarter rises up, the 

young persons confront the police, the shopping centre is destroyed.

The famous sociologist Alain Touraine drew then the bell of alarm, assuring that it 

was necessary to get down to fight exclusion to avoid urban riots in the measure of 

what they had seen in the United States. Mitterrand announces the creation of a 

ministry of the City and, with this one, the installation of a total policy. Force is to 

determine both the failure of the policies of the city and that of policy...

"Cities"

 The problem of the French suburbs is that of a segregation. That of an economic 

segregation which overlaps in an ethnic ghettoïsation. Where comes this problem

of suburbs from? It comes from their origin. Of a laudable intention. In the days 

when it was necessary to construct quickly to eradicate the shanty towns which 

existed during the fifties to lodge the repatriating of Algeria in the middle of the

sixties, to accommodate the workers come with the wave of massive immigration 

of the Thirty Glorious.

But the oil crisis hit these vulnerable populations very hard. The middle classes 

succeeded in dragging themselves from these quarters in home-buyer while the 

others resided, a little poorer. Monoparental families, poor people and immigrants

constituted the heart of this reconstruction of quarters with, in backdrop, a

growing unemployment rate.

In the middle of the seventies a help to the housing is instituted to reduce the 

burden of rents in council flats but segregation does not cease becoming more 

marked as economic crisis persists.At the beginning of the eighties, it is a true total 

policy which they want to set up to restore council flats, rehabilitate quarters 

and finish equipment to restructure social life, destroy the bars of buildings where 

thousands of persons stack up to replace them with accommodation with human 

scale.

In a frame where poverty declines in all its registers, where near half of the 

population has no means to acquire one council flat, there are only two doors 

of greeting: underground economy and its traffics as well as religion. In effect, 

creation in 1987 of the Union of the young Muslims in very nondenominational 

France certifies of a new reality: the development of Islamic movements, someplace 

between the return of the "enlisted men" of Afghanistan in the eighties and Algerian 

question at the beginning of the nineties.

After years of Mitterrand in power, there is political alternation. Chirac achieves 


power and abandons a too costly policy, from which they do not always see the 


immediate rentability. The ministry of the City, created by Mitterrand, disappears to the advantage of an interdepartmental deputation laudable effort aiming at underline is the question of suburbs but too timid, all the more so as several million euro dedicated to the social housing so have amputated the budget 2005 while they decapitate the police “of proximity”.

Campaign strategy and information-show

 The blaze of suburbs follows an unstable policy, an alternation of seduction-

suppression, to the liking of election campaigns... But the destiny of the young 

persons without future is painful for France which tries to find itself, someplace 

between forced assimilation and multiculturalism.

By nature, the fire of acts of violence is not new thing: every year, several hundred of 
cars burn in similar cirumstances. Besides, before riots and since January 1st, 2005, there has been more than 28 000 cars which were burned down. On the contrary, their large scale, their intensity and their length transformed these urban acts of violence into a distorted phenomenon of guerillas - and insufficiently explained - by force information-show.

Consequently, the role of mass media was critical in the development of these riots. 



As everybody knows for a long time, Nicolas Sarkozy covets Élysée. Also, more than 

two years before presidential election, he tries to position by playing on the security 

rhetoric which had already brought Jean - Mary Le Pen to the second turn of 

presidential election in 2002.

It is to reinforce its popularity rating that he negotiated his return to the government, 

to the delicate ministry of the Interior. Reanimating the flame of the extreme right by 

trying to solicit for an anxious, medium electorate of classes, unclearly xenophobic

Sarkozy plays with fire. At the same time, the Council of internal security 

which chose to unite Jacques Chirac - obviously still marked by his illness and thrown 

into confusion in view of the situation - have a role to define the orientations of the 

policy led in the field of internal security and to fix its preferences. It is (other) 

interdepartmental structure which consists of the president of the Republic, the prime 

minister and ministers of Interior, Justice, Defence, Economy and Finances, the 

Budget and Ultramarine. Far from being the cure-for-all, the Council of internal 

security constitutes however the only means implemented by the government 

obviously taken unexpectedly - on political plan. It is necessary to say that the 

taxation of a curfew and the deployment of servicemen (others than “CRS“(FRENCH 
RIOT SQUADS)) could have a bitter war taste of Algeria.
The subject of suburbs is delicate in numerous titles. The social cleavage which 

touches all the young persons in France today - and that would explain the brain 

drain towards North America - is increased tenfold for these young persons of the 

underprivileged quarters. The sclerosed French society is not capable of answering 

the aspirations of these two-tier identity.

3. Important reactions but nonexistent actions
The international reactions to riots of 2005 in France were very numerous in the 

worldwide press.

In France, international mass media is criticized for polarizing and analysing clashes 

according to the experience of their own country. Impact is linked to the degree of

 knowledge of our country: The farther they are from France, the more is the event

magnified and caricatured".The analysis of foreign mass media remains nevertheless

 very interesting, they note that the treatment of the incidents is made in a way 

much less tinted with political correctness in Eastern Europe and in the United States 

that in France. Generally, all assert the complete failure of the policy of French 

incorporation. Some people even interpret these acts of violence as a proof of the 

correctness of their sales talk considering the Islam incompatible with " European 

stocks ". On the contrary French mass media introduces riots as result of a deep 

social crisis having no militant or protest aspect, on political plan as on religious plan.

Conclusion
The main ideas to be kept can be the following: lot of teenagers haven’t any sense of moral responsability, the lack of family authority is more and more serious in France. The police which is by nature a repressive tool must face up problems which depends more on social welfare, and they do not have answers to this problems others than justice and criminal law. The media coverage and the role of mass media, debate on fact to show the number of burn cars every evening quarter by quarter who encouraged in an escalation. And to finish let us not forget that  Frenchs like revolutions, but detest changes. The French do not like complex reforms. In general nobody really wants to discuss or to make concessions.
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