2.2. Government Council for National Minorities 

The principal issues discussed at the sessions of the Government Council for National Minorities (referred to in this section only as the “Council”) held in 2003 included: 

• the preparation of an act on the establishment of the Museum of Roma Culture in Brno; 

• participation of representatives of national minorities in advisory bodies for affairs of national minorities at the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports; 

• participation in the preparation of the announcement of tenders for subsidies provided by the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports in programmes of “support of cultural activities of members of national minorities”, “support of expansion and receipt of information in languages of national minorities” and “support of education in languages of national minorities and of multicultural education”; 

• preparation of a proposal of a specific binding indicator of activities of members of national minorities and of support of integration of members of the Roma community in the draft state budget for 2004; 

• preparation of the Information on the Current Situation of the German National Minority and on Selected Issues of the Croatian and Polish National Minority in the Czech Republic (February 2003); 

• activities of the work group of the Council for National Minority Broadcasting of the Czech Television. 

The Secretariat of the Council prepared in 2003 a publication named Policy of the Czech Republic Toward National Minorities. Basic Document.11 The publication, which was issued in a Czech and an English version, provides an overview of the basic documents of legal and conceptual nature relating to the rights of national minorities and a translation of the Act on Rights of Members of National Minorities into eleven minority languages, i.e. to the languages of those national minorities that have their representatives in the Council. 

One of the Council's priorities is the cooperation with committees for national minorities in regions, cities and municipalities. Such committees currently exist in 32 
10 Order of the Commander in Chief of the Army of the Czech Republic amending the conditions of execution of prison sentences in military prisons of 2 October 2003 
11 The publication was published by the Office of the Government of the CR (ISBN 80-86734-07-2). 
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municipalities in former districts of Karviná and Frýdek-Místek, in three regions (Moravia and Silesia, South Moravian Region and Liberec Region) and in three cities (Brno, Liberec and Most). At the same time, commissions for the affairs of national minorities have been established in cases in which the conditions of the Act on Municipalities, Act on Regions and Act on the Capital City of Prague12 are not complied with whilst there is at the same time a need to establish a body for working with minorities or especially with Roma communities. For instance, the Capital City Council in Prague established a Commission for National Minorities, the membership of which includes representatives of active organizations of national minorities operating in Prague. In this respect, the Council's Secretariat monitors and evaluates the exercise of the policy of municipalities with extended competencies toward national minorities in relation to contracts concluded under public law that ensure the exercise of the delegated competencies as regards rights of members of national minorities. 

2.3. Government Council for Roma Community Affairs 

The Government Council for Roma Community Affairs (referred to in this section only as the “Council”) reviewed the second updated Roman Integration Policy Concept, which was subsequently approved by the government13. The concept orders members of the government to adopt measures aimed at a more thorough fulfilment of duties pertaining to the integration of Roma communities and calling upon regional commissioners and other representatives of local government to participate in fulfilling the concept of the outlined objectives, i.e. the full integration of the Roma community during the next 20 years. The government based the update on the Information on the Fulfilment of Government Resolutions Relating to Roma Communities. Emphasis was placed in the Concept mainly on developing existing programmes restricting social exclusion of the Roma community, i.e. field social work and support of the preparatory years for Roma pupils, of Roma secondary school students and teaching assistants. The Council subsequently agreed that it is necessary to carry out an in-depth review of the existing Concept to adapt it to new needs arising after the public service reform. The review of the Concept started in October 2003 and will end in October 2004. 

The Council paid attention to school issues. One of the proposals resulting from this review was the introduction of a multilevel extramural studies for Roma pedagogic assistants, which is currently being prepared in Most for the school year 2004/5 v Most. 

In a press release published in October 2003, the Council expressed its concern over the conduct of municipalities which apply excessive repressive measures against socially vulnerable Roma, particularly as regards housing. 

As for the activities of its Committee for Cooperation with Self-administration Entities, the Council searched for new forms of cooperation with coordinators of Roma advisors and with newly appointed employees of municipal offices with extended competencies, who are charged with carrying out, within the jurisdiction of their municipality, tasks assisting in the exercise of rights of members of the Roma community and their integration into the society. This Committee initiated jointly with the Ministry of Interior the 

12 Act No. 128/2000 of Coll., on Municipalities, as amended, Act No. 129/2000 of Coll., on Regions, as amended, and Act No.131/2000 of Coll., on the Capital City of Prague, as amended 

13 Government Resolution of 12 March 2003 No. 243, to the Information on the Fulfilment of Government Resolutions concerning the Integration of Roma Communities and an Active Approach by Public Administration in Implementing Measures adopted by these Resolutions as of 31 December 2002 (http://racek.vlada.cz/usneseni/) 
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formation of a programme of further education for coordinator of Roma advisors, for Roma advisors and social field workers employed by the municipalities. 

Based on an Analysis of Current Migration and Settlement of Members of Roma Communities from the Slovak Republic in the Territory of the Czech Republic14, the president of the Council initiated the establishment of a Czech-Slovak commission for migration of members of Roma Communities from the Slovak Republic to the territory of the Czech Republic. The Commission met in Bratislava in December 2003 and is presided over by deputy ministers of interior of the Slovak Republic and of the CR. 

The Council's office devoted major efforts to the development and streamlining of field social work in Roma communities. Municipalities received in 2003 subsidies for 91 field social workers and a work group for field social work was established in November 2003, which was charged with the task of preparing a proposal for streamlining the social field work as a part of provision of social services, and setting up a system of methodological guidance of field social workers employed by municipalities. The office also focused on the programme named Support of Social Inclusion of Members of Roma Communities, within which it provided through regions and municipalities a total amount of 29,385,000 CZK in subsidies to 78 projects. 
