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MORE DIVERSE, CARING AND SINGLE - THE NEW FACE OF BRITAIN 
Whites in minority in two boroughs, census reveals 

The first places in Britain where white people are no longer in the majority were officially identified yesterday when the government disclosed detailed results from the 2001 census. The office for national statistics said 

black and Asian people comprised 60.6% of the population in the London borough of Newham, 

and 54.7% in the London borough of Brent. Sixteen other London boroughs had black and Asian minorities that accounted for a quarter or more of the population. Among the facts and figures that will reshape perceptions of Britain's multi-racial society, it emerged that Leicester was the city-wide authority with the largest proportion of non-whites: its mainly Indian minority group comprised more than a third of the population. In Slough the black and Asian minority was 36.3%, in Birmingham 29.6% and in Luton 28.1%. John Pullinger, director of economic and social statistics, said the minority ethnic population in England rose from 6% in 1991 to 9% in 2001. But part of this increase may have been due to a new classification that allowed people to record themselves as mixed race. He said that some of these 823,000 people might have described themselves as white in 1991. 

The commission for racial equality welcomed the figures as an important contribution to its campaign to substitute myths with facts. Beverley Bernard, the commission's acting chairwoman, said many commentators over-estimated the ethnic minority population. A recent Mori poll found people thought it was 22.5% of the total, when the census showed across the UK as a whole it was only 7.6% - about 4.5 million people. The first big wave of information from the Ł200m census showed large areas of the country with almost all-white populations, headed by Berwick-upon-Tweed and Alnwick in Northumberland where the black and Asian minority was 0.4%. In Sedgefield, Co Durham - the constituency of Tony Blair - it was 0.7%. In England and Wales, 2% of the population describe themselves as Indian, with Leicester at the top (25.7%). Pakistanis make up 1.4%, with Bradford having the largest population in this category (14.5%). Bangladeshis form 0.5% of the population, with Tower Hamlets in London having the most (33.4%). 

Skewed
Other groups include 1.1% of people who describe themselves as black Caribbean and 0.9% black African. The district with the most black Caribbeans was Lewisham in south London with 12.3%. The proportion of English-born people in England has fallen 2% to 87%, and the proportion of Welsh-born in Wales also fell 2% to 75%. Scotland was not included in the census. Britain is changing in other ways, too. For the first time the 2001 census asked an optional question about religion. Answers may have been skewed by just over 4 million people refusing to answer, but the result showed 37.3 million in England and Wales describing themselves as Christian (71.7%), 1.5 million Muslims (3%), 552,000 Hindus (1.1%), 329,000 Sikhs (0.6%), 260,000 Jewish (0.5%), and 144,000 Buddhists (0.3%). There were 7.7 million (14.8%) who said they had no religion or adhered to one not recognised by the statisticians. This compared with 44% declaring no religion in the 2000 British social attitudes survey. 

Iqbal Sacranie, secretary general of the Muslim Council of Britain, said: "Up to now, Muslims have been statistically invisible, and thus easily marginalised. The census output is a strong signal to central and local government, social services and employers that the needs of all sections of Britain's multicultural society must be fairly and equitably addressed." The Bishop of Lichfield, the Rt Rev Keith Sutton, said the figures on religion were a "wake-up call" for the Church. "These figures prove as a lie claims by the National Secular Society and others that England is no longer a Christian country. The Christian faith is still relevant to many, many people. "But welcome as they are, the statistics are a wake-up call to all of us in Christian leadership. While the Christian faith remains relevant to the vast majority of society, the church is clearly no longer seen as important." Terry Sanderson, vice-president of the National Secular Society, said: "It will be dangerous if the Church of England is now allowed to start claiming all sorts of privileges on the basis of these figures, when in fact the number of people who go to church is minuscule." 

The census is used to plan government services such as health care and officials said they were surprised by answers to a new question on whether householders were caring for a sick or disabled adult relative or neighbour. They found 5.2 million people in England and Wales were providing unpaid care - nearly one in 10 of the population. More than 1 million of them were providing 50 or more hours a week. Diana Whitworth, chief executive of Carers UK, said the number of 50-hour carers was double past estimates and a devastating reminder of the struggle experienced by carers on low incomes and little support, saving the UK economy billions of pounds a year. The census found almost 9.5 million people (18.2%) declaring a long-term illness, health problem or disability that limited daily activities or the work they could do. Of these 4.3 million were of working age. Easington in Co Durham had the highest proportion of people providing care more than 50 hours a week (31% of carers) and was also the area where people were most likely to have been born in England (97.5%). In another sign of how Britain is changing, the census was the first to show less than half the households were occupied by a married couple. Mr Pullinger said the proportion of married couples had fallen from 64% in 1981 to 45%. Nearly a third of adults remain single and one-person households make up 30% of the total. Lone parents account for 10% of households and nine out of 10 lone parents are women. Mr Cook said there were now more people over 65 than children under 16. In 30 years time there would be 4.5 people over 65 for every three children. 
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