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People see it everyday across Europe and the world. A group of whites burn down a black church, someone gets hurt or murdered from a racial insult, or fights break out at school or in public. These are the extremes of racism. Racism is definitely not a good thing; it’s a power that has taken over through the present daytime. What will the future bring for Racism? What are the main problems of racism? Can we get a hold on racism throughout the world or will we self-destruct in our own hate? 
 
 “Racism is an ideology which claims that something called ‘race’ is the primary determinant of all important features of body and mind, of character and personality, as a fixed, immutable component of our genes of persons and nations.” (www.eumc.eu.int)

Racism is everywhere, as much as today tries to hide it or say that we resolved it years ago. Racism is still all over the place. We can see some neighborhoods where black or even white people are scared to pass through. There are Roma people that are not allowed to educate their children in majority’s schools. As a result “Reduced employment opportunities are generally perceived as a major human development challenge for Roma…for example, Roma unemployment is often reported to reach 95 to 100 percent.” (UNDP 2003)

 
Racism is separating different races of people from being close to each other in public and some of the races having no rights. Therefore, many people today are fighting for their rights in a different way with different tools. Civil Rights Movement exist which give the minorities and discriminated the rights that they have now and the future that they are striving for.  For example, those movements gave the freedom to the blacks in America years ago. They were given the ability to vote; not having to be separated in such insane ways against whites, as they were. Positive helpers in the role of black’s rights were Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X. King said: “I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today.” He had a dream “…where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.” (M. L. King).  

 His dream came true. I am saying this because today there are still many boys and girls in Europe who are not joined together and are victims of racism. Roma are the people in Europe that are most discriminated in this sense no matter where they are. They don’t have their own country so that they are always minorities. They are always negatively biased and are target of racism. We are witnesses of many cases where Roma were beaten by skinheads, and afterwards they didn’t received any compensation for it as in some other occasion would be the case. It seems that Roma are not protected by the governments of the countries where they are residents, especially not in central and Eastern Europe. As I mentioned, Roma are not allowed to provide proper education for their children. As a result, they are never qualified for high job positions in the society, which is additional indirect discrimination against them. Therefore, they don’t have much choice, so some of them are becoming thieves and liars. Moreover, only those small groups of Roma are most often visible for the society, and therefore, the society thinks that all Roma are like that. So, the society actually has some incorrect excuse for them discriminating the Roma people.       

Most of the people know what racism is or at least heard about it, but there are so many other factors that tie in with racism. If someone is a racist they are of course, prejudiced. Prejudice is when someone doesn’t like someone else for the way they look. A big problem with racism is that many live in racist conditions and don’t even see it. It flies right over their heads - schools, the workplace, our community, our friend’s house, even our homes. We hear a racial slur, oh well; it's just a joke. Hardly. Racist jokes are not harmless and it is a reality today. Racist jokes are just the start of it. Many people think the jokes are funny. Maybe they are, but they still hurt the people the jokes are about. Some of the worst racists are the ones who think that they are not racist, and they really are. They really have to come to grips with reality. Why are they some of the worst racists? They are, because they can't comprehend what is happening. They don't realize that what they are saying and doing is racist. Until they come to grips with it, there is no problem. No problem, in their minds. They say that they aren't racist, even when they don't hire the East Indian employee who was the most qualified of the candidates. Even when the basketball team that they coach is all white. And even when they move from their seat at the movie theater because of the Roma person next to them. Well, they could have been criminal. A robber from "the hood." After all, isn't that what most of "them" are. No one deserves to be prejudged like that. The prejudice of people in the world is disgusting. The worst part of it all is that they don't even know that they are doing it. They think it's normal behavior; they don’t even notice when they do it.


 
Born of the civil rights movement, affirmative action calls for minorities and women to be given special consideration in employment, education and contracting decisions. In its modern form, affirmative action can call for an admission’s officer faced with two similarly qualified applicants to choose the minority over the white, or for a manager to recruit and hire a qualified woman for a job instead of a man. Affirmative action decisions are generally not supposed to be based on quotas, nor are they supposed to give any preference to unqualified candidates. And they are not supposed to harm anyone through “reverse discrimination.”


 
Then there are those who are completely unaware of racism in the world. They walk down the streets, through the stores and working at their job, completely oblivious. They're so blind! Why can't they see what is happening around them? Have they really lived such sheltered lives? Or do they just not want to believe it is happening? If you take someone and put them in the heart of a racist area, they still won't notice the problems. They will see it with their own eyes, but it won't register in their mind. If these people don't open their eyes, they will never see what is happening. What is going to happen to the world if people don't start realizing this risky status quo? Will we be plunged into a time where racial tension is everywhere? Will we soon start having racial wars?  Too many questions here

I don't know.. Unless we start taking action and helping people come to grips with the way they are, we can't combat racism.

 
 
Today we are living in a load of social issues that we have to deal with and racism is one of them. For some reason many people can’t figure out, is why are many standards being lowered? Some governments have given minorities many ways to get in and out of college and it’s not fair for the average white person. Throughout history blacks or Roma haven’t always been the smartest people. They have consistently under performed in IQ. A black athlete then doesn’t have to be as smart as the average white athlete to get into college. Minorities blame their faults and disappointments against society and the whole race in which they live in. They say that since they grew up in a poor family, they can’t do well or excel, but anyone can do good or excel if they put their mind to it. This is not a one sided situation though. Whites can be the same way. Many whites grow up in poor families, and they can’t use excuses either. Some whites live in a trailer so they say that they can’t succeed in anything. (there are poverty relief  and social inclusion programmes targeting white poors in almost every Europen country).
 
 
Superiority is a big part of racism. Blacks think that they are superior to whites, and whites think they are superior to blacks.  Who is in power, Blacks or whites?  The power issue may make the difference, That’s one of the main reasons racism is very bad across the world. Each race thinks they are a better race and whites think they are the best race. Therefore, we fight and create violence to justify who is the greater race. Gangs can be associated with this view. In the sense that every gang thinks that they can’t be stopped. And if someone wears the wrong colors on the wrong street or neighborhood they are going to get hurt or killed. That follows the same scenario, if a white man walks in a black community; it’s generally unsafe in the inner cities or slums. Or if a not white man walks in the presence of one or several skinheads members, it would be unsafe for that person. The scenario could go many different ways, but the reality is, that it doesn’t matter who you are or what color you are, its unsafe to be who you are.


 
We can see these days throughout the world that the hate is getting worse and worse everyday. Every hate crime that happens has to do with race or being prejudice. In America, for example, there was a case where “14 students (including killers) and one teacher killed, 23 others wounded at Columbine High School in the nation's deadliest school shooting. Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17, had plotted for a year to kill at least 500 and blow up their school. At the end of their hour-long rampage, they turned their guns on themselves.” (www.infoplease.com) These two teenage boys committed the worst school shooting this country has seen, killing helpless teenagers and 1 courageous teacher. These two boys made it clear, that they hated blacks, Christians, athletes and foreign people. They killed a black for his color and a Christian for saying that she believed in God. All because they didn’t like types of people. Everyone is different.  
 
History has had their share of hate crimes, dating back to the start of the Klu Klux Klan (KKK). “This one grew out of the civil war in America to protect and preserve the white race an ensure “voluntary separation” of the races and even extinction of blacks, Catholics and Jews.” “They are well known the disguised hooded Klansmen, in their white sheets, posing as ghost of dead Confederate soldiers, with their blazing torches burning large wooden crosses in a “circle”, to terrorize and kill blacks, just for the sake of being blacks…” (www.freemasonrywatch.org)

 The KKK was more of a southern cult, then became known worldwide, and are still located in the southern parts of America. The KKK committed hate crimes such as burning down of black churches, and putting crosses to fire. Not to mention torturing blacks and creating brutal deaths.  

The future, when you hear the word – Racism - you start to think about advancing our technology and furthering science. You think of exploring new boundaries and seeing new places. A better world, but a worse world is what we see. The technology may improve as we go deeper into the next century, but what about the children of today that are responsible for the future? Right now, we are only hurting ourselves with racism and hate. We have taken many steps in controlling this disease, but like most diseases, they spread. Where there is a problem, there is a solution. The only solution that seems to be found is to stop the hate. Plain and simple. If only that feeling of walking in public and being looked at the wrong way could end. It’s not even safe to be a Christian anymore, and that’s when you know something’s wrong. 


 
According to me, prejudice is human nature. It will never be stopped.  (this is your view, someone else can be more optimistic. In the pre-capitalist past, people were divided rather according to status (property) and not race. We may therefore claim that this kind of prejudice is socially constructed) . The government can control it with specific penalties for hate crimes, but surely can’t end it. It seems that people would respect someone’s life enough not to take it. Everyone is different; therefore, we have to live with it. We don’t have to associate with certain people if they are black or white, but we just have to respect them, and where they come from. To hate someone is just like an insult. So remember, next time you’re in public, just be kind and generous. That’s the start to the answer.
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