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Central Quotation
… I questioned the single Indian origin and linear migration as sufficient explanation for the Gypsies’ first appearance in Europe. I suggested that it is no coincidence that their visibility emerged with the collapse of feudalism, when a multiplicity of persons was thrown into the market place. (Okely, 227)

‘Indianist’: Well, Judith, they speak the language. Did they pick that up by chance?

Anthropologist: I don’t deny the language, like many others, has some Indo-European connections. I question whether those who use Romani dialects can all be said to be descendants of Indians.

‘Indianist’: How did the language get there then?

Anthropologist: Along the trade and pilgrim routes. There was continuous movement back and forth.

‘Indianist’: You think they just blacked up their faces and then some went back to China!

Anthropologist: If you’re talking about their dark hair, eyes and skin, there are people of the same phenotype in the Mediterranean and parts of Eastern Europe. One of the Bosnian Gypsies said his wife was a gorgio. I doubt she has blonde hair, paler skin or blue eyes. (Okely, 240)
Argument

Okely is arguing that one of the sources of Romani (in the UK Gypsy) population could well be European populations. That sedentary people prone to nomadic life simply set out, and join travelers. Marry within the group, and learn the language. Endogamy, and nomadic lifestyle of following generations then seals their ethnic distinctiveness. She shows that some non-Romani people strongly prefer the Indian origin for Roma. To explain their Otherness, and to justify (potentially ) negative behavior towards them. Okely means that non-Indian origin may be politically more suitable for Romani emancipation means.
Question
Here is the new good theory and the elder good one. Shall we prefer the new because it better suits Romani political struggle (as it has no racist implications, whereas the older one may have some)?
Experiential Connection

This generation of Romani and travelers’ group happened and is happening. As well as the opposite (a traveler marrying non-Romani person and assuming sedentary life). Cross-ethnic marriages of Czech Roma are equivalent.
Textual Connection

Before AD 400. Some Indians become nomadic craftsmen and entertainers. 

430-443. The Persian poet Firdawsi reports in the Shah-Nameh (Book of Kings), written c.1000, how the Persian Shah Bahram Gur persuades the Indian King Shangul to send him 10,000 Luri musicians to be distributed to the various parts of the Persian kingdom. 

… 

1001-1026. Sindh and the Panjab in India are invaded some seventeen times by a mixed army of Turko-Persian Ghaznivid troops led by King Mahmud from Ghazni (present-day eastern Iran). Indian resistance, in the form of the Rajput warriors, is fierce, but King Mahmud is victorious and takes half a million slaves. 

c.1000. Roma reach the Byzantine Empire (modern Greece and Turkey). 
1.
Implications

I would be careful not to deny the Indianist theory because of political reasons, it should be questioned by academic means. It is respectable and useful, I think, to popularize the new theory, so that it will influence policies in the desirable way. The older one influenced them a lot.
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