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Permanent Feature
1. Ten years ago, in time of cruel Yugoslav wars and wild post-communist slanted democracies, Hancock told to representatives of CSCE
, member states, and NGOs about anti-Romani racism in Eastern Europe:

"Europe faces an uphill climb, and the sooner the issue of anti-Romani racism is addressed, the better the chances will be for averting a catastrophe. For if the African-American experience is a reliable indication, this is not something which will disappear simply by providing the economic and educational means for the Romani population to aspire to the middle class. The anger caused by racism is still evident in the African American middle class. ... It is not simply the system which has to change, or opportunities to be equalized, but - we must also work to change people's attitudes.
"
Throughout his speech Hancock departed from analogy between the racism directed at US Afro-Americans and the racism directed at eastern European Roma.
2. Hancock's sets of arguments are two, I think. The first sounds 'start now' and reverberates 'persist'. As the urging implies he was scared by 'election syndrome' and from there his 'right now'. Governments tend to postpone any issue which they cannot finish within their election term and mark it as a success in the term’s end. Unless pressurized. Persist because, as he put it in the speech, "changes to come overnight ... cannot happen - there is a danger that programs will be abandoned before their effects begin to be felt."
In his second argumentation set Hancock discussed consequences for nations more racist than others. Psychological, criminal, patriotic, wastefulness and unused potential and bad image effects. Among the criminal follow-ups he postulated possible Romani violence aimed at majority.
3. What happens if the 'right now' or start now does not come?
4. With regard to pressure on governments, the EU accession influence tempering racism in Central and Eastern Europe today was close to none
 in 1994. As a Rom, and an American, I think he was taken aback by then extreme 'take it easy' or 'let it be' approach of us, eastern Europeans, to our problems. He rightly pointed in implicit that revolutional changes happen once in a very long time; the balance is day-to-day enduring labor in the right direction. I noticed no Romani violence against majorities he hinted. But given the early 1990's situation continued (police had been turning almost a blind eye to racial crimes, courts had been delivering verdicts of a suspended sentence in cases of racial murders), it is a common sense that a Romani strike-back could happen.
 5. With regard to Hancock’s start now and persist Kymlicka wrote "… controversies and conflicts over the management of ethnocultural diversity … are a permanent and enduring feature of liberal democracies that must be tackled head-on.
" For Kymlicka the endurance of diversity management conflicts is "perhaps the most important of all … lessons which Western democracies have learned …” (Kymlicka, ditto)
As far as racial violence aimed at majority is concerned, I think a degrading prank combined with a situation of despair is often its starter. It may begin as the joke by Will Conklin and his comrades stopping Afro-American Coalhouse Walker Jr. driving his Ford Model T in Ragtime by E. L. Doctorow. Also the drownings of Czech Romani, or Romanian Hidareni where a killing of a non-Romani boy provoked pogrom after which three Romani men were left "dead and the houses of 14 Romani families destroyed"
, some of them burnt. These may had been such starters.
On the influence of racism on humans Richmond wrote "… cumulative stress and tension can have very harmful effects, both on the physiological and psychological well-being of individuals …”

6. After we sweep the anti-Romani racism under the carpet, Roma then have two options. Either emigrate or accept status quo and, indeed, this is what went on later. The instant departure, immediate addressing of this racism would, it seems to me, temper some of its consequences very quickly, e.g. patriotic and psychological ones. And the more steady and persistent the efforts are later on the more effective. Both Roma and majorities suffer from anti-Romani racism. The intensity, of course, is incomparable. Every single Rom and Czech would be a better woman or a better man when she or he could feel more satisfied in pertaining to her or his nation and state. This holds for anti-Romani racists, too, I think.





















� CSCE (Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe), later transformed into OSCE (Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe). OSCE member states are states whose territory is at least partially in Europe, plus USA, Canada, and Central Asian CIS states.
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