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Central Quotation

“One evening, several Travellers in my trailer asked me where human being had come from. When I outlined the Indian origin theory for the Gypsies, one Gypsy woman poked fun at her husband: ‘You little Indian you!’ she was more likely to be adding a cultural layer of cowboys and American Indians than the subcontinent to the joke” (Okely 228).   

Argument 

In the above-mentioned quotation, Judith Okely is arguing about the Roma origin theories, and how these theories play an important role for their acceptance in Europe. For Europeans, Roma origins, whether Egyptian or Indian doesn't really matter. The most important thing is that they are outsiders who migrated to Europe, but not with a European origin. And then came the joke by considering them from an Indian origin. It seems that it’s the Indians destiny to be oppressed wherever they are, even if they are the owners of the land, as in the Native American case.

Question

Which one is more important in shaping a group of immigrants’ personalities in their new society; to know where they are originally from, or to know how to integrate into the new society? 

Experiential Connection 

When I first read this part of Okelys book I asked myself, what is she trying to say? But then I figured out. Yes, it's important to know where you are originally from, at least as a part of the human beings self-confidence and pride. Nevertheless, in such cases when generations of your ancestry have been living in a new land, this land must be you home now. Most essentially is that you must integrate in this new society as an individual part of it. 

Textual Connection

“He wondered how many of these strange black ones there were in all of toubob (strangers) land, those who don’t seem to know or care who or what they were … except of her brown color, he told here proudly, she looked almost like a handsome Mandinka (African) women … ‘What fool stuff you talkin’ ’bout?’ she said irately. ‘Don’ know how come white folks keep on emptyin’ out boatloads a you African niggers!” (Haley 212, 274). 

Implications

By looking back in history at a similar case to the Roma (the Afro-American's), one can see how significant desegregation is in shaping individuals in the new society. 
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