Multiculturalism in Europe, Fall semester 2003

Instructor: Laura Laubeova. Magid Alawad
Central Quotation

"The eastern European nations have, since 1989, joined the west in establishing democratic system of government … its slowness alone frustrates many people who, … , express their desire for a return to the older regime - the Communist system of government … We have already seen one success for the Communist Party this past year in Hungary"(Hancock). 

Argument 

Ian Hancock in "The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe" argued for the well-being and benefits the Roma had in the Communist era which, "placed the state above the individual, regarded any expression of ethnic rather than national identity as anti-social, offered them a measure of protection, and provided them with jobs." He also added, that by the collapse of Communism and the emerge of the Democratic system the ethnic tensions and hatreds have been able to surface.

Question

Before giving such an announcement, did Hancock look back at the Roma situation in the Communist era? Or did his enthusiasm regarding the conflict just blind him?

Experiential Connection 

With sentences like this from someone who is a Roma activist, shall we think that he is giving an open invitation to the Roma to cry for going back to the communist era? Acording to my knowledge, this is not the right decesion. We all know how hard the life was in that period, not only on the Roma, but on the whole public in general. By conducting an informal interview with a couple of Roma who were teenagers in the middle of the 80’s, they said, they remember that their families had more money then. Although they couldn’t analyze “why?” nevertheless, they kept saying “We don’t know, but we think they had more chances to work in the assembly lines.”      
Textual Connection

"After the Communist takeover in 1948, Czechoslovakia’s communist government banned all existing Roma organizations and embarked on a policy intended to eliminate "the primitive old Gypsy way of life with all its bad habits" through dispersion and assimilation … In 1958, the Communists passed a law requiring the settlement of "nomads" in order to help them become "orderly working citizens." Many Roma were moved into new apartments causing resentment among other Czechoslovakians who often had to wait for years for housing. In 1968, the National Council ... The council's task was to break up "undesirable concentrations" of Roma, relocate their inhabitants and enforce universal employment … a brief period of "normalization" … allowing the establishment of the Union of Romanies. However … was abolished in 1973, Roma demands for recognition as a nationality were ignored, and the policy of forced relocation was resumed. In the mid-1970s … the communist government embarked on a new project of "minimizing the high proportion of unhealthy population" through offering substantial financial incentives to Roma women who agreed to be sterilized"(Minorities At Risk).

Implications

From the above quotation about the Roma situation in the Communist era, one can see that Roma were given some privileges and denied others, but for unknown reasons. They anyway were used as a good working power in the assembly lines. Communism didn’t give Roma the chance to be politically active, not only this, but they were exploited mentally by blinding them with money. And over all, although it might have been unintended, it built a kind of hatred from the Czechoslovakians toward the Roma.   
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