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"In Romania, antigypsism is simply a continuation of discrimination practices which whites started in the 1300s [...] It is no coincidence that that we are hearing about the most overt examples of antigypsism from Romania, Europe’s one-time slave-holding nation" (Hancock 2000: 4).

Hancock argues that one of the main reasons Romania is intolerant towards Roma is the country's past enslavement of them. His proof is the connection between Black slaves in America and the degree of racism in the states which slaves was most common.

Is it possible to compare Roma and African American on the background of enslavement when only one country in Europe used Roma as slaves?

I find Hancock view interesting, and I'm happy that someone drew similarities between Black and Roma enslavement to create a new debate on the topic. However, it is a dangerous approach. Roma faces daily discrimination in any (or at least most) countries they live in. Romania, however, inhabits the largest proportion of Roma than any other state (between 1.6-2.5 million of 7-8 million Roma in Europe), it is one of the poorest and worst of post-Communist countries in East Central Europe, and communism (as well as much of the 'civic nation's' ideology today) was based upon Romanian nationalism. It is no wonder that Romania faces more problems than other post-Communistic countries do today. If one put this in connection top antigypsism in Romania, one should especially point out the fact that the Roma population is so big in numbers that the numbers of cases get equally big.

There are few, or none, sources were Roma abuse cases are put into the percentage of how many Roma live in the country compared to the number of the total population. It is reasonable to believe that if this would be implied Romania would not differ greatly from other East Central European countries which faces similar problems of discrimination and racism which do not have a history of enslavement of Roma. Therefore, it is difficult to see a strong correlation and cause of Roma discrimination in Romania to enslavement of Roma.

This is not to say that Roma racism in Romania is excusable, but that Hancock connection is exagerated, simplification and a dangerous one, no matter how interesting it might be to make such a connections.
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