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(Lecture notes are available in PowerPoint at: www.tolerance.cz go to Introcuction, Kracow lectures)
Terminology Basics: The Roma/The Romani people/The Romanies (12 m Worldwide, 9 m Europe)

Rom (sg. masc.) (husband) ; Dom, Domari ; Romni (fem.),Roma (pl.) or  Romani (sg.), Romanies (pl.) accepted by Sinti (Hancock). She is a Roma (sic.), Romani, a Romni 

Romipen, Rromanipen. Porrajmos. Gentiles: Gadje, gadjo, gorgio  (gaujo, gawjo, gawja Hancock)
Adjective: Romani (international documents), Romany (literature). Eg. Roma (sic.) movement, Romani Rights Centre

Language: The Romani language, Romani, Romanes (in a Romani way, Romanily - Hancock). Vakares Romanes? Do you speak in the Romani way? Kiravel Romanes. She is cooking in the Romani way

Sanskrit origins - end of 18 cent.: 1760 Valyi Stefan, University of Leiden, NL. Vienna Gazette 1776. Rudiger 1782, Grellman 1783, Marsden 1785 

Identity – reflects attitudes of majority -Withdrawal and separation (protect values and culture) + Internalisation of stereotypes

Romani ethnicity: ‘descent, ancestry, kinship and marriage patterns, language, social organisation, taboos, political organisation, employments and economic organisation, nomadism, codes of morality and…a particular state of mind’ (Mayall 2004: 220). 

Culture & values -   code of cleanliness, eating, washing up, treatment of animals, funerals, sexual behaviour …
extended family

Roma as an ethnic group: National minority (CEE), ethnic minority group (UK - RRA). Community / communities. Heterogeniety. Roma (Rumungro, Vlach, Romanichal, Kalderash, Kale, Kalo, Lovari), Sinti, Travellers, playground and circus people, bargee people, new age travellers etc. Gypsy is not a lifestyle but race/ ethnic group (Hancock). Minorities autochtonous, immigrant. Roma as a European minority vs Roma as a European nation. Europe's largest transnational minority; Declaration on "non-territorial" nation (2001). 

Romani identities- include international strategies: ethnogenesis- conscious attempt toward achieving for the Roma the accepted status of a politically organized, non-territorial (transnational), ethnic-national group (Gheorghe 1991: 831), 

Major point of departures for Romani studies: a) history b) family and values; c) Romani language, identity

But:  Need for Multi-disciplinary approach:

 Romani Studies / Romology. Linguistics (Indology). History (of repression). Cultural and social antropology / ethnology. Culturology, Musicology. International Relations (UN, EU…). International law (HR, minority rights law). Public and social policy. Political economy (WB, UNDP). Sociology (power issues). Social psychology (in-group, out-group dynamics). Psychology (of prejudice, stereotyping) etc.

Key Romani movements: IRU & RNC:

The first  World Romani Congress, London, 1971: 16-spoked wheel as their international symbol, flag (green and blue), anthem (Roma arise), proclaimed April 8 international Romani day

2nd  1979 Geneva (Jan Cibula), 3rd  1981 Gottingen Ge (Rajko Djuric), 4th  1990 Warsaw (Rajko Djuric), 5th  2000 Prague  (Emil Scuka), 6th  2004 Lanciano Italy (Stanislav Stankiewicz)

RNC: Rom & Sinti Union in Hamburg (80s) -> RNC, Rudko Kawczynski

Useful links and resources:

European Roma Rights Centre http://www.errc.org, 

European Roma Information Office http://www.

HYPERLINK "http://www.erionet.org/Home.html"
erionet

HYPERLINK "http://www.erionet.org/Home.html"
.org/Home.html, 

European Roma Forum  http://www.

HYPERLINK "http://www.europeanromaforum.org/"
europeanromaforum

HYPERLINK "http://www.europeanromaforum.org/"
.org/, 
WB (2003) www.worldbank.org/eca/roma, 

UNDP (2003) http://roma.undp.sk
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS and POLICY ACTORS:

EU, CoE, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (Lund, Oslo, and Hague recommendations), OSCE ODIHR Roma/ Sinti Contact point, WB (Decade of Roma inclusion 2005-2015), UN, UNDP, NGOs (OSI, ERRC, MRG ..), 
EU: Amsterdam Treaty  (Article 13), two Directives (2000/43/EC, 2000/78/EC), 

European constitution (Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe) incl. Charter of Fundamental Rights (Part II), CoE ECHR (constitutes general principles of the Union's law, TITLE II, ARTICLE I-9), 

ECHR Protocol 12 (that relates to Article 14), 

European Court for  HR (Strasbourg), 

EUMC (on Racism and Xenophobia) http://www.eumc.eu.int, ECMI http://www.ecmi.de. 

Discrimination – definition 2000/43/EC: Indirect discrimination shall be taken to occur where an apparently neutral provision, criterion or practice would put persons of a racial or ethnic origin at a particular disadvantage compared with other persons, unless that provision, criterion or practice is objectively justified by a legitimate aim and the means of achieving.

ECHR Strasbourg: D.H. and Others v. Czech Republic: first challenge to systematic racial segregation in education in Europe (Brown vs Topeca in USA). Brought by 18 Roma children from Ostrava; placed in “special” remedial special schools (ss). 

Council of Europe: ECHR, European Charter for Regional or Minority languages, European Framework Convention for Protection of National Minorities (FCNM) 
UN conventions and committees: Declaration of HR, UN ICERD, ICRC, ICCPR, ICESCR, CEDAW, CAT, Geneva Convention 51, UN Commissioner for Human Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 1:

„all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood (and sisterhood)“

Roma in the Czech Republic: 

Romea http://www.romea.cz/, Czech Radio http://www.romove.cz
History: Maria Theresa and Joseph II. (1760-1784), assimilation, sedentarisation. 1927 Act on Nomadic Gypsies (identity cards). Nazi holocaust (200 000 –1.5 m. died) - Ctibor Nečas, Paul Polanski, 

Communism: Enforced + voluntary relocation to Sudetenlands from Slovak shanty-town settlements  (after removal of Germans 1945), Large scale employment (low status jobs), decayed urban areas, 1958 policy of integration (USSR model), population dispersal, 1958 Act on settlement of nomadic persons  (repealed in CZ in 97).1965 policy on transfer (from Sk) + dispersal, displacement. 68 federalisation; Association of Gypsies-Roma (73).

1978 Charter 77 Document 23 about the situation of Gypsies-Roma in CS:

Denial of national minority status to R. „was dictated by the desire of the ruling powers to reduce the size of the minority problem“. Criticism of sterilisation, housing + educational segregation, use of 58 law – branded as „racist repression“. Challenged the government claim to have integrated Roma into labour force (perpetuating disadvantaged position). Warning about vulnerability of Romani workers  when economy modernises. Prophecy fulfilled after 89.

1989 - 97: ROI (Romani Civic Initiative) a part of OF (Civic Forum). Roma gained status as a national minority, Romani MPs. Racist attacks (racism in police force). Unemployment +stereotype of self-chosen unemployment. Criminality  (20% vs. national 3%) – criminalisation, abused by Republicans (Sládek). Citizenship law 93 (de facto  discrimination), put most Roma in position of aliens, 96, 2000; led to 97 exodus. Housing ghettoisation (barren flats), educational segregation.

1997 - present: 97 Emigration to Canada, UK Bratinka report on situation of R. community in CZ. 

98 UN CERD Concluding observations on CR, "de facto” segregation in edu  (article 5 ICERD). 

April 99 Draft Concept of Romani integration, approved in June 2000. „Conflict-free co-existence of the R. community with the remainder of society“. Safety, non-discrimination, improving social sit (employment, housing, health).  Equalising measures, no quota.

2001 UK Immigration officers in Prague Airport. House of Lords Dec 2004. 2003 

Denial by pres. Klaus, BBC Hardtalk

Education: re-standardisation of psychological testing in the age of 6 - doubts about the concepts itself. 

Subtractive versus additive bilingualism, irreversible cognitive damage (abstract thinking concepts - Piaget). 

Institutional, unwitting, indirect racism+ denial of racism
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