Challenges of Multiculturalism in Europe 

by PhDr. Laura Laubeova, laubeova@fsv.cuni.cz
9 May 2005

(Lecture notes are available in PowerPoint at: www.tolerance.cz go to Introcuction, Kracow lectures)
Retreatof MC after 9/11.Failure of MCP? Baubock (2005): 3 elements of MC: 

1. Constitutionally entrenched rights (HR as trumps over majority preferences (Dworkin), 

2. Accommodationist policies (bilingual edu for immig. General integration not a minority right), 

3. Shared public identity (equal membership in polity, citizenship)

Definitions of basic terms: 1.Ethnicity, 2.Race. 3. Minority
Multiculturalism: 

1. Descriptive, 2. Normative - see bellow, 3.Government policy (Canada, Australia), 4.Institutional policies (UK – racial equality, CERES)

Concepts of Multiculturalism: 

Conservative, Left essentialist, Liberal, Pluralist, Critical, Antiracist, Reflexive (Ali Ratansi – Derrida + Giddens), Cosmopolitan, Ethnicity as habitus (Bourdieu), Hybridity (H. Bhabha, Paul Gilroy, St. Hall) 

V. Parrillo: three models of minority integration: Assimilation (majority- conformity), Amalgamation (melting pot), Accommodation (pluralism) (multiculturalism). Multiculturalism = diversity + cooperation, Parillo, 1997

Policies twds the Roma in CEE: Exclusion, Assimilation, Co-existence, Multiculturalism, Sobotka 2003

MCP target groups (minorities)/claims and expectations

1.Indigenous  (Nunavat, Sami), 

National minorities (Can., Eur.)



Autonomy

2.Legal immigrants, gastarbeiters, refugees 

Fair terms of integration

Irregular & illegal immigrants (denizens/metics)

3. AfroAmericans




Inclusion

4. Roma





Positive action

5. Ch. Jews, Amish, etc




Difficult case

Kymlicka – stages of MC: communitarian, liberal, nation building, 

Liberal position. Dworkin: substantial and procedural rights.
Ethnocultural justice (Kymlicka):

1. Minorities are also entitled to various degrees of nation-building

2. Minority rights are a supplement not a substitute for human rights

Politics    of redistribution, of recognition (Frazer) – 
politics of equal dignity (Autonomy)







politics of difference (Authenticity) (Taylor) 

Multiculturalism and Racism & isms (sexism, disableism, ageism, homophobia)

two main meanings of racism: 

1. ideology (beliefs) about racial superiority, 2. “the whole complex of factors which produce racial discrimination” and sometimes also “those which produce racial disadvantage” (Cashmore)

Racism as ideology: a) the so called “scientific racism of the 19th century”, manifested for example in the publication by Herrnstein, Murray, 1995, b) “popular” racism or “common sense” racism that is based on ethnocentrism, a tendency to believe that one´s own cultural paradigm is universal, neutral and superior to any other culture. In other words…Racism denies all difference in the name of universality of the human nature, but unconsciously it takes back this universality to the dominant model;

Explanations of racism: Psychological, 2. Lack of knowledge, ignorance, 3. Intergroup relations.4. Structural

Discrimination/isms: Personal – Cultural  - Structural

Prejudice- discrimination - inequality vs discrimination – prejudice – exclusion (The Parekh Report, UK)

Assimilation and Racism (Bauböck) racist double-bind, ie. assimilation trap or paradox

Development of MCP: Assimilation - Curriculum (Multiculturalism) model - Equity/Rights Model 

