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Field Visit Report (Essay Type) – Living Conditions of Roma in Prague 5
A. Thesis      
      This field visit essay is to describe the living conditions of the mixed Roma family residing in Plzenska 112, and to convey their feelings about their status includig their wishes and objectives. 
B. Methods

      The main means of conducting this field trip was direct observation and listening to what we were told. 

C. Descriptive Introduction, Relevant Data, Reflections, Interpretation 
      It all started at Ujezd, at the statue of the Victims of Communism, where our class met  and was introduced to the head of the Civic Association “Athinganoi“ Gabriela Hrabanova (also being a Romani representative at the European level).After the introduction and consolidation of the questions, we would ask the Roma families members, we took a  tram to in direction of Plzenska 112. 
      When we were approaching the actual house we intended to visit, I did not notice any difference from the neighbouring houses as to the house exterior. However when we entered the actual corridor of this typical Prague balcony house and continued into the courtyard of the house, my first reaction was the dripping water from the clothes there were hung all over the rails of each floor and the loud Romani music that played all across the inner part of the house. Our professor Laura Laubeova was politely asking the Roma individuals, who suddenly started to stare at us, if it is possible to have a short conversation with them and introduced us as a a group of students trying to learn more about Roma and their living conditions. The reaction of some of them seemed to be as  a welcomed one but some of the individuals mainly the men standing at the balconies looked somewhat suspiciously at us.  What I found very surprising that it was the Romani women that came closer to us to start the mutual conversation. The men standing at the balconies suddently withdrew into their small flats and let the women be the “speakers“. We were thus surrounded by women, young girls and Romani children from different families.

      The woman who really had intitiative to start first talking to us and share her stories was Mrs. Mackova. She was a very likable person to talk to and unlike some other persons being in our close proximity, was very neatly dressed. I asked her if I can see the flat of her family. When I, together with other students and professor entered it, I was very surprised how modern and relatively clean their flat was. Even though small in size, Hrabacova family managed to perfectly design the interior. A surprising finding again was that Hrabacova husband was not talking to us at all but instead was hidden behind a large sofa chair with only his head visible. He did not even come to shake hand with us. Instead the husband was watching the pay TV station HBO.
      I started to ask Mackova several questions to learn more about her family. One of the first questions I raised was whether she and her husband work somewhere. Mackova replied that she recently worked as a Roma assistant at the disabled Roma Institute. She is however currently living on the unemployment benefits so does her husband. I asked her what makes her to stay on these benefits and she responded that  it is a relatively low pay the other professions offer but she sounded more like being more satisfied with her being out of work at least for some period of time. Then again when I asked her if she plans to actively search for work, she replied that she indeed wants to work and she desires to be a nurse in a hospital. Mackova appeared to be a type of a woman that is more active and has more interests then her husband who was only watching the TV and not speaking a single word to us. But I could easily be mistaken because he did not get a chance to speak since he simply stayed turned with his back at us. When I asked Mackova if she is interested in her daughter’s personal development she said that she cares and that her daughter will most likely will go to study for a cook or waitress, this sounds as if they both came to terms that her daughter cannot do more but they still consider this as a success when comparing themselves to what other co-habitants of the house do – stay on unemployment benefits. Mackova was thus relatively different from the other families I saw. 
      The most surprising finding I learned from Mackova was that the families living in the house are of different Roma origin. Mackova called her family as non Olach one and told us that there is also Olach families in the house which she tried to distance herself from. To our surprise, she openly called the Olach families and their members as very dirty ones who are totally different form their non Olach family and customs. 
      Our group thus moved, mainly out of curiosity after Mackova told us the difference, to the Olach Roma families and we started to look for the differences. As Mackova said, the Olach Roma is indeed somewhat not hygiene minded and do not care about their physical appearance so much. I could tell that from what dresses they wore and even by their distinctive smell. Laura Laubeova and I moved to an old lady, with a baby on her lap, whose name was Sariska. She told us that she herself had 6 children and now has 12 grandchildren! The hygiene in Olach families flat was not really good, even though I did not direcly enter their flat, I could see from outside the mess. Their little care for the hygiene was also seen on the diapers of the smiling baby (named Sestak and Oreste after this Grandpa) Sariska was holding on her lap. It was in a need for a replacement, but none of the family members seemed to care about this. 
      I then moved to question another Olach lady called Stefanova. I asked her about what she does and she as already heard from many others said that she is on unemployment benefits but that her husband is a manual worker. She openly admitted that the people around her do nothing and stay home for most of the time. Furthermore she went on saying that many people are regularly intoxicated in the house and it would be very difficult for them to stop since the treatment is a very expensive matter. She also admitted that the fact that many Roma people get often bored results in many arguments they have among each other. 
      Turning towards the two little boys, who Pavel Janda (my classmate) was talking to for quite a while, I could notice the agressiveness in their behavior, particularly an agressiveness of a younger boy towards the older, who even though jokeing was strangling the older boy with his hands. Also the boys started to swear in Roma and laughed at it. Another, this time cultural finding was that the girls Pavel took photo with felt rather uncomfortable when he placed his hands over their soldiers, but they accepted that. This suggests how sensitive for the Roma any act for flirting might be (on the part of women). 
     The field visit ended up in visinting Gabriela Hrabanova Civic Association Athinganoi office where she showed us various Roma literature, magazines and photos from their recent events whereby they promoted Roma culture. We asked Gabina several questions and one thing which stuck in my mind was that Gabina recognized that she helped to promote Romani inequality and discrimination but she confessed that she does not see the real results of her work because the Roma issue resolution is a matter of yet several years.
D. Closing Reflections/Conclusion        
      In conclusion, the field trip showed that the pepole living inside the house are indeed culturally and mentally different from the Gorgios. Their lifestyle is much more relaxed and somewhat according to our Gorgio view irresponsible and dirty. I could notice the differences between the Roma themselves. The non-Olach families seemed to be neater and more interest -oriented than the Olach family members. The Olachs did show that they are indeed dirty and do not care about their future so much. What was striking though is that a great amount of people, I talked to or the people I talked to told about the others in the house, is on unemployment benefits and thsese adults and even the chilren do not even have proper hobbies and their pastime is kind of wasted by doing nothing and reverting to getting intoxicated, stealing in the streets and arguing between each other.
The Roma are somewhat afraid into entering the more responsible life because of their upbringing but arguably also by the fear of continued discrimination by the Gorgios! They know that everyone views them as irresponsible and because of this fact they might not try to act different and show that they can be more responsible and willing to learn. The Romas must be paid particular attention to because if we do not care about their situation, it will even get worse and it will not help the it. The media coverage and the representation of Roma in public institutions should be increased and the Czech people should try to overcome their prejudices towards Roma and help them if they want to be responsible and live peacefully with this substantial minority. The Czech government should also attempt to put ban on the neo-Nazi and skin-head organization to stop the ongoing attacks on Roma, often very brutal and sometimes ending in death.. If Roma will continue to be treated like currently there will be more and more houses as the one we visited since more and more Roma children are being born. The unwillingess to solve the Roma issue will also mean a great burden on the state because of the great amount of unemployment benefits that will have to be redistributed to the Romani families. Let’s start doing something! 
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