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Minorities in Europe

AQCI – Thomas H. Eriksen - .HH   Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nation

1. Central Quotation: “Although it is true that the discourse concerning ethnicity tends to concern itself with subnational units, or minorities of some kind or another, majorities and dominant people are no less ethnic than minorities” (Eriksen, p. 28)

2. Argument: in the text, Eriksen argues that ethnicity, which originally meant pagan, has been adopted and wrongly used as a term to distinguish between majorities and minorities. In modern terms, it has however been used as relationships between people having distinct cultures, especially by anthropologists. Eriksen, at the same time disapproves the term race since the interbreeding and great variation between “races” made it almost impossible to distinguish on the basis of the original 4 races. He however recognizes that the race exists as a cultural construct and this is because a personality is often linked to the hereditary characteristics. Eriksen acknowledges however that the distinction between race and ethnicity as well as the relationship between ethnicity and nationality are very problematic ones. Ethnicity and class are easily correlative with a likelihood of specific ethnic groups belonging to specific social classes (in many polyethnic societies) 

3. Question: what if white parents adopt a child who is classified as an Asian from Indonesia, whose original parents (who had to exclude him on the basis of having no money to breed him) were of Muslim religious belief? Will he be treated as an ethnic minority even though he was raised by the so called majority whites? If Eriksen recognizes race as a cultural construct, is the child in concern going to be excluded from this definition? 

4. Experiental Connection: it is ineed very problematic to distinct between race and ethnicity and race and nationality. For example when the war broke out in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the original ethnic, Bosnian Muslims later identified themselves as a nation of Bosnians which comprises of Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Muslims; this new nationality was created because of fear and protection form domination of Bosnian Serbs. 

5. Textual connection: “In some historical periods ethnicity was so important that it needed to be defined very strictly. According to the Nuremberg Laws, in Nazi Germany one was considered a Jew, if he/she had three Jewish grandparents or had two Jewish grandparents and belonged to the Jewish community on September 15, 1935. A person who had two or only one Jewish grandparent was recognized as a Mischling - a crossbreed. Mischlinge were allowed to be alive however with serious restrictions in rights“. This suggests how difficult it is to separate people based on their ethnicity or race which is not often pure or rightly defined.  

6. Implication: Society should not be strictly distinguishing itself purely on the grounds of the terms such as ethnicity, race or nation. This is because there are many interbreeds and cases of adopted children of different ethnicity then their parents are. The concept of pure nation is also very difficult to even prove since in today’s world and due to large immigration flows, the once nation states can now be called multicultural or multireligious states whose people do no longer identify themselves by their nation only but by their habits, religion and culture also but at the same time respect the laws of the country they live in. 
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