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Central Quotation: “My approach to the politics of multiculturalism is defined by these theorectical commitments: the discourse theory of ethics; the dialogic and narrative constitution of the self; and the view of discourses as deliberative practices that center not only on norms of action and interaction, but also on negotiating situationally shared understanding across multicultural divides (Benhabib, 16).” 

Central Arguement: Despite what many persons and recent scientists believe, individuals live within a web of overlapping cultures, languages, locations, and times frames that are distinct and recognizable (if not always definable from the inside). Yet these strands of the web are interconnected enough that the flow of ideas and norms are not interrupted, especially not now in the information technological world we live in today. What is important is not so much to define these differences (as this is nearly impossible since no closed systems are involved, and in doing so we only set in stone something that was previously, safely ambiguous), but to learn to respect and deal with one another not only on and economical basis as we have already to some degree secured, but on a political, international, social, and interpersonal one as well.

Missing Argument: Although the author was quite diligent about synthetically and dialectically disclosing the arguments that opposed her own, I cannot help feeling her almost defensive sounding argument is almost too waterproof tight. I don’t know enough about the topic to point to her errors, but her inability to give credit to most opposing views does not give validity to her argument. As we have learned from the past, when making a theory to save the world, one must point very clearly to insecurities and flaws; a little loosening of strings could allow for the play needed.
Experiential Connection: I must agree with Benhabib’s belief that often scientists try to label us and stick us to a set of beliefs. Even as individuals we do this and maybe it has something to do with the way we categorize things in order to digest information better. Sadly, this categorization is not elastic enough to mold to the uniqueness of individuals. I know I am not an American, or a Hungarian, or a young girl, or a student, I am Shayla, a synthesis of all of these things. But more then just the outcome of an addition of the separate social roles I play. 

Textual Connection: “Concepts are formed by means of judging intuitions through a process of comparison, reflection, and abstraction.” And, “Concepts act as criterion for recognizing individual things of the same type. (Lake: explaning Kant’s philosophy, 38)” In other words, not only do we form concepts by comparing and reaching a decision based on this comparrison, but we also take the derived concept and automatically use it to categorize other things. Unless correctly founded, structures of categorization may not be valid. Even if they are, they are often too rigid.

Implications: From an ethical, rational, political, social, and even globally conscious point of view, this argument has very strong, (as far as I can see) and positive implications. Many parts of Benhabib’s argument, especially those concerning how we interpret and therefore influence reality are integral for us to understand if we want to progress on this earth. Though these remarks are encouraging, and well founded, (as we have realized thanks to structuralism) we must be pragmatic and cautious of how we choose to use philosophically biased theories like this one. I think, rather then biasing public policy on arguments such as these, we must educate people and allow them access to such information. Thus we may allow them to interpret and incorporate these ideas as they see morally fit. I do not believe that a change for the better in this world can be imposed upon us from without, but will have to be planted and grow from within.     
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