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Birch, Anthony (1989): Nationalism and National Integration
Central Quotation: “As a process, national integration is partly a by-product of other social and economical developments, partly the result of deliberate government policies. The unplanned component of integration is commonly called social mobilization. (Birch, 42)”

Central Argument: Governments in the past and today, in order to build stronger Nations, have used different methods to contribute to the amount of social cohesion their countries maintain. In some cases this has positive effects, like when assimilation (the melting-pot method) rather then integration is used. In others there are negative methods used that in turn have negative consequences. For example, in South Africa the nation is stratified politically, socially, culturally, and economically in favour of the white Africans.

Central Question: How and why have ethnic and culture groups merged into nationally based societies so as to “support the political organization of the nation state (Birch, 42)”? And, what is the most politically correct method that can be used?

Experiential Connection: In Hungary where I reside at the moment, I have been trying to receive my permanent residency and nationality permit. This is not as easy as it would seem. Eventually we will have to take a series of tests that will access the level of integration we have obtained. For instance, I have to speak Hungarian very well, and know about the culture, history, and traditions. It seems they are not open to allowing citizens to remain detached from the majority of society.

Missing Text: I think the bilingual statement made by Birch is not very well founded. He wrote, that “It is psychologically and mentally costly for people to be bilingual, because the human brain is reluctant to store a multiplicity of labels for a single object or concept. (Birch, 46)” 
Textual Link: Time magazine recently had an article about autism that spoke about the brain and language. It noted that the more we use the part of the brain that deals with language (in other words the more languages we learn) the more developed it becomes, and in fact is just the opposite of making thinking difficult, it makes us smarter. (Wallis, 2006) Although I have located the article on the web, I do not have a method of re-reading it to extract a quote.
Implications: This analysis makes us reconsider the methods often used to intregrate minorities into the majority of society. Obviously, it must be difficult for nations to decide which method is the most practical. Although Birch does not offer a concrete answer, it is clear that while social exclusion is not desirable, neither is integration as apposed to assimilation. The question remains if this kind of assimilation is truly possible without watering down the separate cultures like they have in the US. 
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