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ROMA AND EU ENLARGEMENT

1. CENTRAL QUOTATION

"The presence of ethnic minority groups was one of the biggest problems that must have been solved before new countries entered EU," stated Günter Verheugen, former Euro-commissioner for enlargement of EU. 
 

2. ARGUMENT 

Günter Verheugen spoke mostly about Hungarian minorities in Slovakia and elsewhere and Russian minorities in Baltic states. Mr. Verheugen denied, that there was any persecution of Roma minorities in central and eastern Europe and he stated that it is pity, that Roma, due to Nazi annihilation during WW2, are not such a big problem for the rest of Europe. He also pointed out that providing and ensuring basic human rights and democracy are the most important criteria for candidate countries to join EU. 

3. QUESTION

How could have Czech Republic, Slovakia and some other states with Roma minority possibly join EU, since ensuring human rights and democracy to all its citizens was one of the main conditions of acceptance? Are rights really ensured to the Roma?

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION
It is more than obvious and visible all around us that basic human rights of Roma are still violated by authorities and by majority. Interviews made during field visit proved, that Roma are still disadvantaged when applying for a job. Many Roma also say that they are treated differently almost everywhere - official places such as offices, schools, police, bureaus and many other places.

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION

International organization for human rights Amnesty International in its annual report repeatedly criticized Czech Republic for mistreating Roma.  According to the report, police mistreats Roma most. Their cases are not investigated properly and punished accordingly. Roma must face unacceptably high unemployment and their children represent majority of special schools pupils. In spite of the fact that Czech government accepted positive actions in this way, Roma still face discrimination in Czech Republic.

6. IMPLICATIONS

Nonetheless, there is a huge gap between what candidate countries promised to do for Roma and what they really have done. Alima Boumediene-Thiery, a politician of French Green party even accused new member states governments of non-respecting human rights of Roma, as governments often regard them as illegal immigrants. 

� 27.2.02Verheugen na Výboru pro občanské svobody a práva


 http://www.psp.cz/kps/pi/zpravy/27-02-02-2.htm


� http://ihned.cz/2-14424400-002000_d-72





