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ROMANI AND EU ENLARGEMENT

1. CENTRAL QUOTATION

"The presence of ethnic minority groups was one of the biggest problems that must have been solved before new countries entered EU," stated Günter Verheugen, former Euro-commissioner for enlargement of EU. 
 
2. ARGUMENT 
Günter Verheugen spoke mostly about Hungarian minorities in Slovakia and elsewhere and Russian minorities in Baltic states. Mr. Verheugen denied, that there was any systematic persecution of Roma minorities in central and eastern Europe. "It is pity to say, that Roma, due to nazis annihilation during WW2, are not such a big problem for the rest of Europe." He also stated that providing and ensuring basic human rights and democracy are the most important criteria for candidate countries to join EU. 

3. QUESTION
How could Czech Republic, Slovakia and some other states with Roma minority possibly join EU, since ensuring human rights and democracy to all its citizens was one of the main conditions of acceptance? Are rights of Roma really ensured to them?
4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION
It is more than obvious and visible all around us that basic human rights of Roma are still violated by authorities and by majority, like e.g. the very basic right to life in case of sterilization of young Roma women, right to education in case of different treatment of Romani and majority pupils, right to equal treatment in case of Romani aplicants for jobs etc.
5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION
Mr. Verheugen in the same interview claimed, that Roma still suffer from low scholarship, bad health conditions and unsatisfied housing conditions, social isolation and high unemployment. He points out that each of the candidate countries, before the enlargement, came with action plan and most of them raised budget to solve this problem. He especially mentioned and complimented Slovakia and Romania. 
6. IMPLICATIONS

Nonetheless, there is huge gap between what candidate countries promised to do for Roma and what they really have done. Alima Boumediene-Thiery, a politician of French Green party even accused new member states governments of non-respecting human rights of Roma, as governments often embody them as illegal immigrants. 
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