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1. CENTRAL QUOTATION:

The main aim of the letter is to make „Czech lawmakers, who are currently in the process of amending Czech legislation in the field of education, deal with the problem of racial segregation in Czech schools, including a request of what should be included in the new law“.

2. ARGUMENT

Dimitrina Petrova, Executive Director of European Roma Rights Center, uses extracts from ICERD (The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination) to support the statements describing situations of racial segregation in education being illegal. On one hand she appreciates the desegregation efforts of the Czech Ministry of Education by issuing Methodological Order „On Securing the Transfer of Successful Remedial Special School Pupils to Regular Basic Schools“. On the other hand she is rather critical about its real impact in practice and does not consider the problem of racial segregation of Romani children in remedial schools for the mentally handicapped in CR an important measure.

3. QUESTION

I admit that Petrova´s interest and ideas how to eliminate racial segregation in schools is positive. But is it really enough to include an enlightened piece of text into the current law? Is this the way how we can fight the segregation in Czech schools? And what will happen after children leave school?

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION

The problem of racial segregation is for sure of great importance and no one should be indifferent to it. However, even in the letter itself there is a kind of critics aimed at bringing about desegregation in practice and I also feel that written form and real life are sometimes very far from each other and problem of racial segregation is undoubtedly one of them. 

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION

This issue closely corresponds with article describing Czech school racial segregation placed at Liga lidských práv web site
. The article actually deals with Czech racial segregation, which comes to authority of European Court of Human Rights. 18 Romani pupils from Ostrava sue Czech Republic for systematic racial segregation in Czech schools. 
Isak's field report also partially deals with this topic.
6. IMPLICATIONS

It is obvious that Czech school system, or at least concerning elementary schools, distinguishes between Romani pupils and others. Even though all politicians claim that the system is set on equal level, there are too many cases which persuade it is not quite like that.
� http://www.llp.cz/cz/index.php?art=show&id=130





