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1. CENTRAL QUOTATION: ”…and the point I am emphasizing here, is that the oppressive treatment of a population over an extended period of time will create discriminatory attitudes, the effects of which will continue to assert themselves in the actual population long after laws have been changed… It is not simply the system which has to change, or opportunities to equalized, but – we must also work to change people’s attitudes.” (Hancock, 2000, p. 4)

2. ARGUMENT:
Hancock emphasizes that people have tendency to discriminate others regardless if it is illegal or not. The important change is in people’s attitudes and approaches because it is where racism and discrimination starts.  The change is more difficult the more discriminative attitudes lasted.
3. QUESTION: 

Is it possible to change discriminatory attitudes and behaviour?
4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION: When I was a child and I was naughty, my grandmother used to tell me that if I was not nice, a Gypsy man would come and would take me away, as it was believed that Gypsies were kidnapping children. This is just one example when a majority have some beliefs which are based on myth and passed from parents to children.
5.  TEXTUAL CONNECTION: “Racial categories are not natural categories that human beings discover; on the contrary, they are ‘created, inhabited, transformed and destroyed’ by human action and are, therefore, preeminently social products (p.55). They changed over time as people struggle to establish them, overcome them, assign other people to them, escape them, interpret them, and so on. (Eriksen, 1996, p. 24 )
This quote confirms that discriminative behaviour is changeable because it was created. The connection between the two quotes above is in the fact that if race is constructed, then we can ‘de-construct’ it step by step. Racial attitudes are created by people, they differ from one society to other,  and they are not consistent because they are made up.
6. IMPLICATIONS: 

Making racism illegal is an important first step. Like in many other areas, only legalization might not be the most successful step in bringing change to life. The first step might be in the  education of ‘us’ not ‘the others’ together with legalization or even before this step.
Non–Romani people often uses ‘Romanies’ as a bad example for a lot of social behaviour with the fact that these myths have nothing to do with the reality and facts. Gradual untwining of long lasted myths, attitudes and approaches will create multicultural society based on real understanding of each others cultures because restrictions are not real understanding.
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