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1. CENTRAL QUOTATION: “…. I value the expansion of democratic inclusion and equality over the preservation of cultural distinctiveness, but often one can attain both in some measure. Democratic equality and deliberative practices are quite compatible with cultural experimentation and with new legal and institutional designs that accommodate cultural pluralism. ” (Benhabib, 2002, p.76)
2. ARGUMENT: The author seeks the middle road in inclusion and at the same time not loosing one’s roots. She values democratic rights of the people, although not above the loss of their culture. If cultures work together the system is there to help them to achieve and to live in harmony which means that there is no excuse for exclusion or stay on one or the other extreme side.

3. QUESTION: Due to the Roma have cultural distinctiveness, do they have to loose some of the distinctiveness to be included in the mainstream society?

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION: Having had a numerous conversations with a Romani woman I was quite surprised at her loss of cultural identity, she literally disassociated herself from Romani people and culture. This also seems to have happened for her to fit into the rest of the society. Similarly, having explored Roma arts and crafts, I found out that nowadays Romani people are in transformation. Many of them have lost  what distinguished them from the major society in past. 
5.  TEXTUAL CONNECTION: “Cultural pluralist thinkers, he [Akam] claims, forged a social theory that respects diversity and guarantees minorities’ equal participation in the life of the nation, while simultaneously fostering social comity and national unity.” (Gleason, 2004, p.157-158)
From the connection of the two quotes above I see in the same pluralist opinion that both of the authors share in the way how to include minorities into society with preserving their culture and equal and dignified participation in society.
6. IMPLICATIONS: My opinion is that without acknowledging Romani culture, Romani people would loose their cultural identity or they would hardly be included into majority society as it is seen all over the Europe. By ‘acknowledging’ I mean lawful equality integration and inclusion of cultural minorities, because I believe that equal participation of minorities in society starts when it is admitted by law thus by state first. 
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