

AQCI 1, ASPP 553, Summer 2006



Eliska Uhrova



1

1.CENTRAL CONNECTION: Where racial segregation exists in the sense of Article X.(ii)(b) of this law, school directors are responsible for the design and implementation of programs aimed at the transfer of children from a segregated setting to integrated schooling arrangements, as well as the design and implementation of programs aimed at the support of pupils, teachers and school administrators during the desegregation process. (ERRC letter)
2. ARGUMENT: European Roma Rights Center looked for a way of how to avoid and prevent discrimination of Romani children in the Czech Republic by writing a letter to the Minister of Education. The quotation is a proposal of what exactly should be stated in law. They ask for moving children from a segregated place to a place where Romani children are already included. They also ask for the practising of a conception during desegregation process with the fact that a conception is not clearly proposed.
3. QUESTION: Roma children are moved to Special schools that are designed for mentally handicapped children. Is this current form of transfer of children to other schooling arrangements a form of discrimination or segregation or is it helpful for the children?
4. EXPERINETAL CONNECTION:  I personally met a young woman who I did not understand how it is possible that she used to attend so called ‘Special school’ because she was very bright and well-read. To confirm my feeling that she did not belong to this type of school was that she was able to do a requalification cosmetic course in a manicuring and nail polishing and establish her own business. 
5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION:  “The rational of the Court's decision was based on the dehumanizing effects of segregation: ‘Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect upon the colored children. The impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law, for the policy of separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority of the negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn. Segregation with the sanction of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the educational and mental development of negro children and to deprive them of some of the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated school system.’” (http://www.pbs.org/jefferson/enlight/brown.htm)
This Court decision confirms that segregation has tremendous impact on development of the children who have to go through it. As it is stated in the second quote, the impact is higher segregation (minority children are placed in a different place) is already in the law thus sending children into other schooling arrangements cannot be insisted on by law because it is contra productive and  can be abused.
6. IMPLICATIONS:  It is without doubts that racial segregation has a defective impact on children but sending children to other schooling arrangements is not the answer. Sending children to other school arrangements should be done upon more restrictive regulations. Generally, I do not agree that children, especially not Romani or other nationalities children should be sent anywhere else. In my opinion this supports segregation, this is not solving the problem, it is pushing the problem (in this case human beings!) to other places. I agree with the second part of proposal, where design and implementation of programs supporting integration, however, concrete proposal from ERRC would be more useful for the minister.
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