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Rogers Brubacker, „Civic and Ethnic nations in France and Germany“, 

Text 28. in Hutchinson, John, Smith Anthony, ed. (1996) Ethnicity, Oxford – New York: Oxford University Press, pp.168-173

1.Central quotation: „If the French understanding of nationhood has been state-centred and assimilationist, the German understanding has been Volk- centred and differentialist.“

2. Argument: The author deals with the French and German conception of nation and his goal is to explicate the difference between them. Contrary to France which nationhood is based on the principle of unity, universalism and secularism of the state, considered as creator of the French nation, German nation pre-existed unified state. Indeed, Brubacker claims that German state is more ethno cultural than state-centred. These different conceptions of state are put in practice by citizenship policies based on jus soli (right of the land) and jus sanguinis (right of the blood) principle in France and only jus sanguinis in Germany. This explains why it remains much more difficult for immigrants to obtain the citizenship in Germany than in France. In the end of the text, the author puts at stake European integration’s consequences on the national identity. His point is that despite of construction of the European union that tends to more cooperation between states, nationhood will last for a while yet since many states are still reluctant to leave part of their sovereignty to any supranational organisation.

3. Question: I think that it would be interesting to wonder if the European integration on one side and regionalization or „decentralisation“ as it is called in France and which is an increasing phenomenon for a decade now, will really influence the perception of nationhood. Will the economic integration of EU which tend to create an inter-state industrial poles (between France and Germany for instance) lead to affirmation of regional, maybe inter-state cultural identities and overpass this way national unity and bring it to its end?

4. Experiential connection: In order to link this text to reality, we can make a sort of actualisation of French immigration policies. In fact, France is facing right now a crisis of immigrants integration issue with the riots in suburbs of Paris and others cities. These riots express the uneasiness spreading among immigrant population and their rejection of  French state that they blame for failing in integrating them into society and for being discriminated. The actual French government’s immigration policy is becoming more and more restrictive due to increasing unemployment rates and insecurity. Moreover, the minister of interior Nicolas Sarkozy is about to present new legislation concerning escort to the borders of illegal migrants, to strengthen the control of mix marriages, to rationalize family regrouping, reinforce the measure to prevent abuse of procedure for asylum seekers, etc. The French government has also started to defend the policy of „chosen immigration“ which consists in having quotas for immigration and choosing people willing to come to France. The main objective of this policy is to respond to economic needs in work force and not to overpass the number of immigrants that France will be able to integrate by giving them a place to stay etc. The statement of Dominique de Villepin, actual French prime minister that „the vocation of immigrants is no longer to integrate into society but to stay in France for predetermined period of time“ expresses the state of mind concerning immigration. 
5. Textual connection: First of all, we should mention Jean-Jacques Rousseau and its booklet Du contrat social. After the French Revolution and abolition of absolutist monarchy, he theorised the relation between individuals and state that should be the basis for every democratic government. According to his theory, every person must be considered as an abstract individual having a part of state sovereignty what makes the neutrality and unity of republic and explains partly the no-recognition of cultural groups in France.
   If we focus on theories concerning the nationhood, we can mention Ernest Gellner and his work Nations and nationalism, when he assets that modern state can be considered as creator of nation thanks to public educational system. In fact, homogeneity of culture, language and education is needed to provide material needs for modern societies based upon industrial production. According to his theory of nationalism, the state pre-exist the nation since „economy needs both a new kind of culture and a central state, the culture needs a state and a state probably needs to mark its herd by a homogeneous culture“. I think that this theory can be largely applied to French nation.

   Finally, we could mention Charles Taylor who fights for policy of recognition since he believe that classical approach of diversity is no longer operational and can not guarantee real democracy. To his mind, jacobinien policy of assimilation in France that consists in too authoritarian social and political integration based on principle of unity, equality and universalism of public domain was not able to recognise cultural pluralism and to adapt to it. Taylor assets that the neutrality of state tends in practice to impose one language and one culture what lead to marginalization or even disappearance of minority cultures.

 
6. Implications: This text sets well the principles on which rely French and German nationhood and the difference between the two conceptions, what can help us to understand main issues concerning minorities or immigrants in these countries such as legislation or governmental policies. The text puts at stake the problem of citizenship and its legislation that should probably take more into account composition of population in Western countries. But the problem that still remains unsolved is the discrepancy between national sovereignty and national interests on one hand and multicultural issues and context of supranational integration on the other hand.
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