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John Rex (2001): “The concept of a multicultural society”

1. “Thus multiculturalism in the modern world involves on the one hand the acceptance of a single culture and a single set of individual rights governing the public domain and a variety of folk cultures in the private domestic and communal domains.” (p. 210)

2. John Rex is concerned with the concept of multiculturalism, which is claimed to be a goal of British policies today but which is still not well-defined. He develops his own model of an ideal of a multicultural society with the main feature of a unitary public domain and a diverse private domain. This multicultural concept which should be connected with equality of opportunity has to be strictly dived? from that of pluralism, where people are not equally treated and which represents actually a concept of racial domination (p. 208). Conflicts between the spheres of public (represented by law, politics and economic) and private area, which should be segregated properly, arise by in? the state which influence is especially harmful in the field of education. It is important to leave the immigrant minority communities with their network of associations and their religious organisation and belief untouched, as for them it is really necessary for providing home feeling and a source of identity. These minority communities may conflict with existing order but this does not represent a threat for the unity of society (p. 217) as a new social order of multicultural society will evolve by dialogue and conflict between the cultures after a clash of values.

3.  There are two things I did not fully understand.  One refers to his sentence ”Indeed it can be said that the whole system [of arranged marriages] gives the bride more rights than does the notion of marriage based upon random selection and romantic love” (p. 216f). The other question concerns his claim that in every case many people of a minority are involved in the children’s socialization. I think that also the immigrants should accept individual rights which entail the right of humans to choose the partner they want! Moreover, I am in doubt whether the segregation of the public and private sphere can be as strict as he proposes as it. Furthermore, his picture of the independent education system still remains very vague. He is not concrete in telling e.g. how to teach majority on minority culture. One question would be enough
4. Actually I am in favour of multiculturalism where, in contrast to pluralistic society, there is not  a dominant group leading and oppressing others. But I am still not sure whether the keeping of a very different culture in the private sphere will not have any influence on the public sphere. Regarding my own experience, I have to admit that I am not in favour of letting the private sphere of immigrants in Germany untouched. We had some problems of murderers, where the brother killed his sister because of the Islamic “family honour”, as she harmed it by loving a German man. Thus, it is necessary that also ethnic minorities have the right to decide whether they want to assimilate or remain in their traditions. My experience is that the policy of non-assimilation in Germany, instead of promoting a dialogue, led to creation of ghettos and exclusion although this policy was not a multicultural one.

5. It is useful to read also the article of Kenan Malik in addition to John Rex`s text because he affirms that “the idea of a plural or multicultural society is (...) a deeply ambiguous one.” 
 He states that the plural society, once developed in contrast to the West European nation-state, was converted to a multicultural concept which “overestimates the homogeneity and autonomy of the various ethnic groups and underestimates the degree to which all groups are reciprocally implicated in the creation of cultural forms within a common framework (...).” (p.177). He points out that multiculturalism in reality is a way of continuing the old racial discourses and that it has still not changed the situation as it has only sanctify the keeping of the status quo of differences. Despite this, he also sees the need for a common framework for full participation of all ethnical groups remaining their social identities!

6. Author´s theoretical concept of multiculturalism with the claim to encourage diversity in private, but discourage it in public sphere is kind of attractive especially in order to divide it from the pluralistic model he is against. Politicians should, in every case, always make clear what they mean by “multicultural” or pluralism. Useful for improving the inter-ethnical relations is his developed need to focus on education the sentence has no subject. Nevertheless he is pessimistic about the implementation of his model, which  would indeed represents a successful concept of living peacefully together. It cant be feasible if he is pessimistic
A if corrected, otherwise B
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