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 “Plural Societies” by Leo Kuper

1) Central Quotation:

“The struggle for power by political parties and leaders is seen as the plural political counterpart of the social pluralism of competing interest groups, and as the basis for democratic rule.” (Kuper 221)

2) Argument:  

This quotation is used in Kuper’s essay to support his “Equilibrium model” of pluralism. Kuper compares social pluralism and political pluralism by using the example of political parties and leaders struggling for power. Social pluralism is the notion that power in society is dispersed in such a way that it creates a dominant and non-dominant group. Kuper says that the political compliment of this social system is political pluralism;, the competition between political parties and leaders for dominance is a politically plural society. This political pluralism which is seen in societies with social pluralism is the basis for a democratic political system.

3) Question:

In the above quotation, Kuper says that the “…the plural political counterpart of social pluralism... [is] the basis for democratic rule.” (Kuper 221). Kuper goes on to say that in those places where democracy is not based on a pluralistic society, the democracy may be losing to new forms of autocracy. My question is: What is classified as a democracy? Democracy is defined by the American Heritage Dictionary as a government of the common people, considered as the primary source of political power, which emphasizes the principles of social equality and respect for the individual within a community. Saying that the basis of a democracy is a politically plural society would seem to go against this definition of democracy, because of the stratification of power within socially and politically plural societies.

4) Experiential Connection:

According to my own experience and knowledge of history, I would assume that the conflict theory of plural societies is the most relevant to societies that I have experienced. The conflict theory is about colonial societies which are ruled by a group that is a cultural minority. This is best explained by my experiences in South Africa. During the time of South African apartheid, the cultural majority was ruled by the cultural minority. I have been to South African and see the effects of the colonial government on the society; it has indeed turned the South African society into a pluralist society in which the cultural majority was oppressed for many years because of the dominance of the cultural minority. Presently, the majority is disadvantaged because of the colonial government which was in ruling power for many years.

5) Textual Connection:

This essay is directly connected to the John Rex essay. In Rex’s essay, he states that a plural society is one in which people are not equally treated and a society which represents a concept of racial domination. This is related directed to the conflict model of pluralism. Kuper says that the conflict model of pluralism is one in which there is dominance of the cultural minority in the role of the government and based on the dominance, people are not equally treated. 

6) Implications:

This argument that a democracy is based on both a politically and socially plural society shows that the idea of pluralism affects all aspects of society. The educational system would be affected because of the opportunities given to those in dominance versus those who are oppressed. The political system would be most affected by pluralism because of the people in power and the separation of powers, and the social class system would be affected because of those people who were discriminated against based on race. In fact, these are all implications that are mirrored in today’s societies worldwide. 
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