Timothée Demeillers                                                                                              AQCI 1
Pierre Van den Berghe, „Does race matter?“ p57-63
1) „Both racial and ethnic groups are socially defined by real or putative common descent, and the distinction between the two types of groups is merely in the relative salience of biological or cultural markers of membership. My contention is that, in both cases, the social concern is with the common biological descent, even when the markers are primarily cultural.“ P. Van den Berghe: p 58

2) His assumption is that every human, opportunistic and intelligent, is biologically programmed to nepotism. That theory implies that every one will tend to favours some people, and therefore will discriminate against other. But he wants us to understand that this nepotistic feeling will be directed at persons who shared the common history, at people who look like us, people from the same race. This implies that the social concern is determined by biological descent and therefore race. This is why racism, –discriminatory behaviour based on inherited physical appearance- (Van den Berghe: p60), results from this nepotism theory and is accelerating today with the growth of the long distance migration, and to the direct confrontation between two visible different races.

3) The author thesis that racism appears due to the confrontation of two different races is true and established. Effectively racism is a result of a will to protect oneself and one’s kin from the other races. But even in racially homogeneous countries, which never experienced any large-scale migration, some form of racism exists nevertheless. In these countries, racism is dominated by the fear of the unknown but it remains racism. For instance the fear, mostly widespread in Europe at the beginning of the 20th century, of the „cannibal African nation“ is certainly one such example. And in a similar way the author fails to explain the phenomenon of interracial friendship in multiracial countries. What about successful integration of a racial minority in a pre-existing system? The link between long-scale migration and racism is in my opinion only one of the cause of the arising of racism.

4) This theory of ethnocentrism and nepotism implies that it is easier to feel some compassion for people from the same race, which is confirmed by day-to-day experience. As for instance in France, media put a strong emphasis on national news and when a catastrophe occurs in an other part of the world, it tries to find some French witness or „looking as French“ witness who could comment this tragedy. But is it really because of the difference of race, or because people are more receptive to facts who could happen to them?

5) It is striking that the author uses only the biological argument to explain the discrimination and the arising of racism. But the sociologist Erving Goffman, in his book „Stigma“, shows that discrimination does not arise only because of race differences but because of all physical differencesthat make one  to look differenlyt from the established norm in society. Then, be a „black“ in a „white“ society leads one to be immediately discriminated against, because differing from the norm, but that is also the same process for a blind, a one-armed or a fool in such a society. He shows also how this interaction judgement leads the people who feel discriminated against to gather and not necessary because they ever feel some kinship between them.

6) If the Van den Berghe theory proves to be true, it would imply that racism is a human unavoidable behaviour, and appears as quasi genetic, seeing that two different sets of genes will lead to discrimination, to a different social agenda, and therefore play a cultural role.  Implication???
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