                                                                                                     Marie Drápalová AQCI I.

Parekh, Bhikhu (2000) Rethinking Multiculturalism: Chapter 7: The Political Structure of Multicultural Society. 

Central Quotation
: “ If culture differences were accepted as a normal part of life, those involved would not need to ground them in something as intractable and non-negotiable as religion and ethnicity. “ (2000:199)

Argument: Parekh examines four models of political integration: assimilation, civic assimilation, the position of proceduralists and millet model. He explains what are the advantages and disadvantages of these models and comes to conclusion that each of them is defective in some degree. From this standpoint, Parekh advocates the development of a coherent political structure for multicultural society which stresses the importance of both unity and diversity. The satisfactory relationship between these two should be achieved by certain principles which are to be applied to the structure of authority, justice and collective rights.

Question: I strongly support the concept of equal opportunities. However I must question if Parekh takes into consideration that there are certain regulations in society which are (in some way) discriminatory but which protect some groups in society or the society as a whole. He does take this into account in many of his texts He points out (as an example of discrimination) the rule that a policeman should be six feet tall without taking into account that there are some reasons for that what reasons do you have on your mind?  Many women policemen do not meet this criterium. For that reason I raise the question: Where are the boundaries for non-discrimination? And who/what is the authority which decides what bias is and what is the necessary protection and what is discrimination?  This question is too broad and  a simple answer is  that it is the International Law that entails a consensus reached by many  governments who ratified various international treaties, such as UN ICERD, ICEDAW...
Experiential Connection: Having lived in two countries - the Czech Republic and Australia I must confirm Parekh’s statement that “…minorities are less likely to assimilate if assimilation is imposed, rushed or brings no benefit.” (2000:197) In my view, the first generation of immigrants in Australia is given more freedom to keep their religion, believes and culture traditions than the immigrants in CR/Europe. As a result of that, the second or the third generation of immigrants in Australia is not becoming very fundamental about their “different” identity and they consider themselves to be Aussies on the first place. On the other hand, the descendants of people, whose identity has been suppressed, are morel likely to have a problem with their own identity and identifying with the society they live in.   very good point. However to compare a nation state with an immigrant country is always a bit risky. Immigrants are expected to assimilate more in the former case.
Textual Connection: I would like to link this text with the chapter Multicultural and Plural Societies by John Rex and especially with his argument that says: “The only believe which must be outlawed in the multicultural society is that which seeks to impose inequality of opportunity on individuals or groups.”
 This means that the main aim of both of them is to diminish racism or inequality. Whilst Parekh believes that the equal opportunities can be achieved by applying some principles Rex is on the side of civic assimilationists who see the right way in separation of public and private lives.   Their arguments do not exclude but rather complement  each other .
Implications:  I like that Parekh stresses the need of permanent rethinking how the society works and how the society should work. There is no one – for all people the best – model. His implication is that society is not about “me” but about “us” changing all the time, being different but living together. 
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