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« On The Chances Of Ethnocultural Justice in East Central Europe » by Tibor Várady

1. “ There is not a shred of evidence from Western democracies that the achievement of democracy, economic prosperity, and personal tolerance will lead to an abatement of ethnocultural mobilization”

2. Tibor Várady is quoting Will Kymlicka here but the sentence is in compliance with the author’s argument. In fact, both of them question the Western liberal argument that ethnocultural conflicts can be avoided through democracy and prosperity. According to Várady, this kind of statement only belongs to the members of the majority since it is in their favour. He therefore also questions the idea of “ethnocultural neutrality” which is the result of the liberal line of argument towards ethnic minorities, and especially of the concept of high tolerance within the liberal democracies. This attitude is, on the contrary, undermining the stability of a state with a “lack of group-sensitive attitudes and regulation”
. Várady focuses on the example of the former Republic of Yugoslavia and explains that the so-called democratisation didn’t have the effects that could have been expected according to the liberal theory. He even goes further, saying that the country was more stable (from an ethnocultural point of view) under Tito’s ruling – which was far from democracy as it is understood in the Western world – than in the 1990s.

3. The question that arises to me from this argumentation is whether there can be a solution to the conflicts witnessed by the populations of this region, considering the fact that the latest texts and events did not provide it, and even worsened the situation. It appears that the countries in question, with the recent example of Croatia, are aiming at strengthening their links with Europe and therefore with some “liberal” conceptions of the State. What are, in that extent, the perspectives for the problems of the ethnic minorities in that region?

4. As it appeared complicated to find any experiential connection of my own with this very subject, I will refer to the Minority Right Report in Yugoslavia
, which gives a concrete idea of what Várady tries to explain in his text. Besides giving a complete blink on the ethnocultural situation in the former SFRY, the report highlights the fact that the minorities’ rights are far from being respected in this region, and that the minorities are in fact and in jure often not recognised… please think of experience of your friends or what you read in the paper or listened on the radio or heard from a colleague – you may still ask someone from FRY. Although I recognise your point this paragraph should be about personal experience.
5. Although he’s already quoted in Várady’s text, Kymlicka’s writings give a wider extent to that very question of “ethnoculural neutrality” of the State, especially in his paper “Western Political Theory and Ethnic Relations in Eastern Europe . According to him, the whole “ethnocultural neutrality” statement is a myth “both historically and conceptually”
.

Regarding the Western societies’ policies towards ethnic minorities, the “Race equality” directive of the Council of the European Union, published in 2000 clearly says that “ the principle of equal treatment shall not prevent any Member State from maintaining or adopting specific measures to prevent or compensate for disadvantages linked to racial or ethnic origin”
. This qualifies the concept of the neutrality of the State in this field, leaving room for state policies which take into account the ethnic variety within a country.

6. This line of argument provides a real background to the questioning of the Western world’s idea that the liberal political theory and its various implementations are the best solutions to solve the problems linked with ethnic matters. The diversity of the policies towards ethnic minorities (or minorities coming from immigration) within this very Western world is already a fact proving that there cannot be any valid theory in this field without taking into account the many specificities of each country’s history and culture(s). 
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