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1. Central quotation: „Since 1989, the human rights record in parts of eastern Europe has been abysmal. Eastern Europeans nations cannot simply pick up and choose, selecting those aspects of democracy which appeal to them and ignoring those which don’t, if the post-communist nations are to embrace democracy fully and successfully, the recognition of the equal worth of all human beings must become fundamental. The alternative can only be disaster.”  p.2

2. Arguments: The author’s main concern in this article is to put at stake the Romani discrimination issue in Central and Eastern Europe since 1989. He argues that in these countries, where ethnical belonging could  not be publicly claimed during communist period, the racism towards Romani population is far from being overcame today. In order to make his argumentation more clear, he compares Roma´s situation with African American community in United States. He emphasises that the problem of racism is not only a matter of law but mainly a problem of public opinion and inherited social attitudes, that is much more difficult to eradicate. Similarly as black people in United States, Roma are suffering from racism manifested in traditional thinking of the majority, long-time after anti-discrimination legacy has been adopted. In spite of this discrepancy between law and practice, the author stresses the necessity to enforce anti-racist legislation and argues for strict penalties for those who practise discrimination, concerning bodies such as administration, firms, media,... Later on, he proposes a definition of racism that is according to him based both on prejudice and power, what gives rise to ”particular patterns of behaviour of the majority over the minority.” Then he focuses on consequences of racism: bitterness, anger, hopelessness and lose of self-worth among discriminated population what leads generally to the rejection of state authority; danger for national unity, high costs for welfare system, unproductive use of economic capacities and  bad reputation for the discriminating county. 
His other concern is focused on education which is, according to him, the basis for succeeding in integrating society. He emphasises the fact that Gypsies are most often considered unable to attend general educational system that leads them to integrating bad reputed and inefficient school curricula what do you mean here?. To his stand, it must be state’s concern to adapt curricula to their specific cultural needs.

In conclusion, we can say Ian Hancock is giving an alarming statement  about Gypsy situation and its possible evolution in Central and Eastern Europe. He expresses his anxiety that this issue can turn out to disaster if substantial changes are not undergone.

3. Question: Since the author compares Roma minority to those to African American in USA, may Central European government put in practice the same measures to fight discrimination such as positive action, for instance? Could this kind of programme be successful in Central Europe where population is generally considered as rather homogeneous one? Is the Roma discrimination only a Central European matter? How they would be considered in western countries  if they moved there as job seekers? This is a rhetoric question. Where you suggest that you know the answers. I would prefer if you openly disputed the comparison of Afroamericans with the Roma.. He warns the government in his political speech, therefore he is comfortable as an activist. But he is an academic, a professor.  How do you explain his simlification in this matter?
4. Experiential connection: I have to agree with author’s stand that tension over relations to Romani within Central and Eastern European countries population are increasing since 1989. In Slovakia, not only we were reformulate the sentence pls  victim of some racist crimes committed by skin heads movements against Romani population but also there are strengthening protests against Slovak government’s social policy, who has cut down social help: this led to violent conflicts in the eastern part of Slovakia  where the most concentrated Gypsy community live and that suffer from  the highest  rates of unemployment in the country and so were the first to suffer from this measure.

5. Textual connection: This text describes in the very similar way the Roma situation in Central and eastern Europe as it is done in UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) report from 2003
 on this issue. UNDP experts also stress high rates of unemployment and problem of equal access to education and jobs. They come to the very same conclusion: a real integration of Romani population is needed to avoid growing extremist movements and prevent European countries from witnessing new sharp ethnic conflicts. 

6. Implications: This text has the merit of pointing out very a problematic and important issue that is racism towards Roma population. The author highlights the fact that racism is not only a matter of Western countries, mainly known towards black people and today considered as belonging to the past, but stresses on the fact that racism is still a matter of nowadays Eastern European countries where racist tendencies has increased during the last decade. 
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