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1. Based on the texts in the reader (Please be prepared to discuss in class):

Compare the article by Hancock and WB report
. 

The report of the Worldbank and that of the United Nations Development Programme revealed similar outcomes on the situation of Roma in Central and East European Countries (CEE): Roma are in a very poor situation suffering from unemployment, social exclusion, bad health and housing conditions and poverty. This situation is especially bad because they are simply one of the largest ethnic minorities (estimated 7-9 million people) in Europe.  The shoul dbe provided with equal access to education, jobs and political participation. Both reports suggest some concrete political actions in order to ameliorate their situation e.g. improve the legal framework for equal opportunities, integrated education, offering free textbooks and health programs for Roma, improving data on Roma people, introducing better projects (especially for mutual contact between Roma and non-Roma), mandatory pre-school education and lectures on Romani culture at school as well as also work related programs and work incentives etc.

The article of Hancock does not very much analyze the situation of Roma and gives not the data and percentages of it but rather focuses the attention onto the topic of racism with its roots and bad consequences for Europe. He compares the situation of Roma with the situation of Afro-Americans in the US and speaks of racism as a “cancer” and that the situation in Europe should be changed now. He is not that much talking about how Roma shall change but how we, citizens of European Union, shall change and how we should abolish racial discrimination. Hancock, as the only American member of the Romani Advisory Council of the Project on Ethnic Relations, warns Europe with its transitional countries introducing democratic systems about institutional racism that takes place also in America. This results in desperate ethnic minorities that lost hope and translate their despair into violence and escape into drugs and alcohol.
 In contrary to the reports, he makes clear that we should consider the consequences of this policy: within the victimized group any feeling of patriotism is destroyed and economically, racism is too expensive as not exhausting all Human Resources (in employment). By discrimination human potential is neglected and the image of a country suffers. In Europe situation is especially difficult due to long “tradition” of discrimination and discriminatory practices that cause discriminatory attitudes that are therefore difficult to erase. Like with the Afro-Americans, a damaging image was created in the mind of people that could lead to riots in the future. The measure he proposes is firstly the improvement of legal framework in order to show people that racism is expensive and to create an equal opportunity environment. He proposes to use the media in order to improve the image of Roma people and in order to prevent racist language. Furthermore, we population should be made aware of the huge contributions the Roma gave us, e.g. by lectures in the educational system. 

To put it into a nutshell, one should consider the proposals and implications of both the article of Hancock and the report of the Worldbank and UNDP. We should combine both approaches: on the one hand we should improve the situation of Roma people by political measures so that they also get a better image of “us” and on the other hand we should improve the image we possess of “them” in order to promote an environment of understanding. The decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 is a first step to achieve this, but still not enough especially as not being yet into the focus of public attention.
2. Read the article on EO in France at http://minorities.fsv.cuni.cz/04_05/lectures/Unit7_EO_France.doc
and compare the situation in France a year ago and now. What policy measures would you suggest?

In my opinion, it could be foreseen that someday this old assimilationist policy in France together with the poor housing situations of around 5 (!) million people in France will provoke these effects. The report was still cautious about the consequences of discrimination in France, but reality showed one year later that the result of the situation is a disillusioned generation of immigrants who do not  feel welcome at all although mostly born in France and who are joining criminal activities as there exist no opportunities for them to leave the ghetto that are nicely called suburbs („banlieus“). The article predicted some „tensions“ and now you have these riots in France where young people burn down cars what can be said to be a political statement in a way of „you don`t care about us, sure, but we also don`t care about you.“ French government decided to build these ghettos for working class already in the 60s and although the first riots took place in the 80s (for example in Lyon), policy in France did not make enough efforts to change this unbearable situation also not since the publishing of this article. 

Especially discriminated are the French immigrants of African origin probably because of their darker skin. Many of them have a French passport but still are frustrated because they feel that French people do not accept them and that they are thinking they are not French and that they do not want anything to do with them.

I think that the article already implied some useful political measures. The most important thing is to offer them jobs. Therefore, a mandatory introduction of anonymous CVs could be helpful as rejections of applicants just because of the name in France is very obvious. 

In order to achieve that the chances of obtaining a high educational level will grow, it should be introduced that pre-school education is mandatory. Thereby it can be hoped that the level of French will be as high as the level of other pupils when entering primary school and this is also important to get in mutual contact at that early age. Later also it is important to mix the pupils in schools so that the share of migrants/immigrants will not be so high and that the feeling of being excluded will fall. Regarding university education, there should be introduced special scholarships for youngsters of families of foreign origin in order to give them incentives to achieve a higher education and to increase their share especially at elite universities. By that, their self-image and the image in the population will improve. In order to monitor all the measures that are decided it is really necessary to collect a lot of data and statistics. I think that the government is wrong when saying that statistics based on racial origin are discriminating. With regard of the principle of equal opportunities, one must (fore)see fields of discrimination and therefore some data are needed.

In order to raise the number of workplaces for young generation of foreign origin  on the one hand employers should be given incentives to hire them, e.g. by introducing some quota at least for big companies and on the other hand the ghettos should be removed  and their inhabitants  should be given opportunities to move into the city.

French politicians on regional basis try to cut the vicious cycle, in which the French youth of the second or third generation of immigrants are situated, by new building programs.
 Many blocs shall be destroyed by 2008 and replaced by smaller units and a program for supporting to buy small houses. However, these measures are still far away from being sufficient.

Excellent, only your style shd be improved a bit. Do not use you , a passive tense is better in academic texts.
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