INDRE SEGZDAVICIUTE          European Policy and Practice towards Ethnic Minorities

AQCI   No.2                                                                    Laura Laubeova

Richmond, Anthony (1994) Global Apartheid, Toronto: Oxford University Press 

(p.1-45)

1. Central quotation 

“(…) money, goods and information flow relatively freely across borders, but people do not”

 (p. 28)

2. Argument

Richmond in his article speaks about changes in the world and how it affects power relations, identity, security, structures and individuals. The spread of communication technologies, time and space compression maid the globalization of economics, finance and information possible. However, so called freedom of movement is far from reality. Richmond states that a new policy towards immigrants and refugees created a situation of global apartheid.

3. Question  
What is the solution to the problem? What is going to happen next? How it is possible to change the situation? Richmond doesn’t give answers to these questions, he just describes the problem. The question is too broad and naïve for an academic discourse.
4. Experiential connection.  

The first example that comes to my mind is current Israel - Palestine conflict. Almost every day in the news on TV I hear about disturbances in the region. The proposals to build a wall around Jerusalem reflect the hostility, not the freedom of crossing borders. 

Palestinian refugees embody the idea of global apartheid – they can’t find a safe place to live neither in Israel, nor in Palestine, nor in other Arab states or western societies. Everyone seems trying to solve the problem, but it causes only new ethnic revivals. 

5. Textual connection. 

United Nation Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country”
. In comparison to Richmond’s article we can see a gap between normative standards and real situation. It is a lot of obstacles for implementing this right. 

6. Implications.

Globalization gives us a false impression of freedom, therefore this article is useful to understand how “Janus - faced” the reality is. If we are a members of European Union we can cross the borders easier, but we shouldn’t forget those who are excluded and need protection. This article shows the need of improving effectiveness of international organizations and awareness of every country.     

C- D, if not reformulated
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