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1). Central Quotation:  “Any population which has been devalued to the point of losing its identity as human beings over a period of centuries will not automatically be seen as equals simply by passing a law.  Generations of prejudices must be eradicated, and this is not easily achieved
”.

2). Argument: Hancock’s argument is filled with strong but pessimistic language. At times he seems almost disparaging of the prospects of the Roma. His central argument is a comparison between the treatment of Roma in Europe to that of African Americans in the United States.  Hancock argues that Racism towards both Roma and African Americans has seriously harmed their group identities over the course of history. He argues that a dehumanization of the Roma has occurred just as it did for the African-Americans in the U.S. The consequence of this is resentment, combustible and caustic. Hancock predicts that the expression of this will be similar to the ‘race riots’ of L.A. Hancock also adds that Europe’s Roma population should look at the African American’s struggle for political, social and economic power and apply it to their own quest for equal opportunities.  

3). Question:  Hancock argues that European Roma are only 5 years behind African-Americans in terms of outward expression of anger.  Should one  agree?  Should one think that Hancock’s pessimistic soothsaying is justified looking from our perspective over ten years later? While Hancock offers effective ways of stopping visible racism (i.e. by implementing a penalty system) I cannot see how this alone will stop racism towards the Roma community.

4). Experiential Connection: From a personal level, I think the promotion of Roma issues by actual Roma members is lacking. On ecould Compare this to the level of representation of African Americans in the U.S. They have had a long history of strong intellectual leaders, forcing issues, striving for change. I fear that without attainment of education on a wide level for the Roma they will fail to follow in the footsteps of the African Americans that Hancock thinks are so similar. Well, well. Ther are many Romani intellectuals but media do not promot ethenm as much as they would deserve, therefore it looks like there are none. Please reformulate.
5). Textual Connection: Judith Okely’s article titled Consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity is relevant here. In this article Okley points to a number of “insider intellectuals” i.e. Gypsy leaders. Thus Hancock’s role as an ‘organic intellectual’, a member of the Roma ethnic group gives him a great deal of cultural capital in what Okley calls the ‘struggle for representation’.

6). Implications:  Ian Hancock’s most important statement is that the Roma issue is something that Europe simply cannot ignore any longer and that to do so would be extremely costly. He ominously predicts violent outbursts from the Roma just as it occurred in L.A. Hancock sees the racism as more of an attitude that is still as strong as it was in the past no matter how many laws are passed granting equality. He feels that this racism will not simply disappear, that there is a lot of work to be done, and now. And what do you feel, what would you suggest that policy implications should be?
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