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1. Central quotation 

“You can learn language, convert to a religion, get circumcised or scarified, adopt a dress style, but you cannot become tall or white” (p.62)

2. Argument

This short sentence from Pierre van den Berghe’s work is connected with his idea that the social concern on race and ethnicity is actually with “common biological descent” (p.58). He is arguing against the distinction between race and ethnicity. According to him, cultural markers of membership are prior only in neighboring ethnic groups because they seek to differ themselves from the same-looking neighbors. However, visible biological markers, such as skin pigmentation, facial features, hair texture or physical stature “are almost totally beyond individual control” (p.62). Thus he even calls it social stigma.

3.Question 

What I do not really understand in this text is his statement that “sociality is synonymous with discrimination”(p.60) Does it mean that every social behavior of humans is discriminative? I would doubt it.

4.Experiental connection.

In fact I have experienced by myself the effect when people use visible biological markers to indicate ethnicity. I am from Lithuania, but I don’t look different from a Latvian, Russian or a Polish girl. Maybe it is due to my mother who is Belo Russian, but I think that we all in this part of Europe look quite the same. However, every time I walk through the streets in the old town of Prague, the sellers of souvenir’ shops are trying to speak with me in Russian. And it is only because of my facial scarification, which people define as Slavic. Even young people, students, who I meet in clubs or parties, ask me at first “Are you Russian/Polish/Ukrainian?” To my mind it is the best confirmation that some parts of Pierre van den Berghe’s concept are close to the real life.

5.Textual connection

Other author who confirms Berghe’s concept of stigmatized biological markers is Thomas H.Eriksen. He also argues that race relations are a “special case of ethnicity” (p.29)
. According to him “[…] it is doubtless true that groups who ‘look different’ from majorities or dominating groups may be less liable to become assimilated into the majority than others, and that it can be difficult for them to escape from their ethnic identity if they wish to.” 

6. Implications

The concept of stigmatization of social race is very important because it helps to understand the origin of ethnocentrism and racism. Only when we will find the sense of all kinds of our discriminative behavior we would be luckier in solving this big problem of society. 
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