Jill Pace

AQCI 1

“Does Race Matter?” Pierre Van Den Berghe

1) Central Quotation:

“All social organisms are biologically programmed to be nepotistic…to others in proportion to their real or perceived degree of common ancestry. Social organisms evolved to be nepotistic because altruistic investment in unrelated organisms is biologically wasted and therefore could not evolve...the evidence, both human and non-human, for rampant nepotism is overwhelming…” (Van den Berghe 59)

2) Argument: 

In this essay, Van den Berghe argues that all organisms are automatically socialized to favor those organisms that they have some relationship towards.  He says that the reason that all organisms favor those who are similar to themselves is because historically, favoritism of unrelated organisms has resulted in the extinction or demotion of that organism. Van den Berghe relates this concept to Darwin’s “Survival of the Fittest”, when he says that those organisms who favor common ancestry over genetic variance are more likely to evolve and survive in society. 

3) Question:

In his essay, Van den Berghe goes on to discuss how because of this socialization, racism and discrimination are inherently connected with all organisms and will remain in the foreground of all socialization. My question deals with the idea of nature vs. nurture. Is Van den Berghe saying that the socialization that breeds racism and discrimination in all organisms has become a natural part of all organisms? Has this socialization of racism evolved so that it is now part of our biological and genetic being? What would Van den Berghe say is the relationship between the nature of a human being and the effects of the nurturers on the human beings’ thoughts and feelings of racism?   good
4) Experiential Connection:

It has been my experience that the cliché “Birds of a feather flock together” rings true for many humans. Even in the case of the Erasmus program, those people who are native English speaking students tend to be drawn to one and other and those people who are native to other languages also tends to band together. While this does not speak directly to the idea of racism, it does show how it is human tendency to indulge in relations with those who have commonalities with you. However, whether this is human “nature” to do so, or whether it is the desire to feel comfortable, brought about by socialization from primary nurturers, is ambiguous. 

5) Textual connection:

Van den Berghe holds a very extreme point, stating that racism is and will continue to be a consistent part of human beings and their interactions. He says that “Sociality is synonymous with discrimination” (60). This point is neutralized by Cornell in his essay “Ethnicity and Race. Making Identities in a Changing World.” While discussing the differences and similarities between ethnicity and race, Cornell and his colleagues  talk about race a social construction. In this essay, it is clear to see that the divisions of race and racism are not natural to human organisms; instead race and racism are “categories that become important when we assign them meaning…[they are] created, inhabited, transformed and destroyed”. According to the definition of race in Cornell’s essay, race and racism has the potential to be diminished from human organisms and their lives.

6) Implications:

The implication of Cornell’s argument states that there is hope that two or more groups can coincide and interact without the boundaries that race and racism convey. Cornell’s argument can be seen as a work in progress when it comes to societal relationships. For example, Cornell would look at the education system and say that it would not only be possible, but also beneficial to have integrated educational systems; to have more than one cultural or racial group growing and learning together would be something that Van den Berghe would deem impossible. However, according to Cornell’s argument, he implies that multiple cultural and racial groups are able to coincide and in a social institution such as education, this will be beneficial in the gaining of knowledge and experience. 
References please.

Compared with your other two Aqcis this one is the best one, so I am offering you grade B. If you want an A, I would ask you to have a look at other AQCIs on the same text and refer to some of your colleagues arguments, questions or any other paragraph.
