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The Roma in Eastern and Central Europe, The Roma Page, The consequences of anti-gypsy Racism in Europe.

1.- “Roma are Europe’s largest minority, they live in nearly all the countries of  Europe and Asia…….Racism is prejudice plus power, and it tends to reinforce particular patterns…..the dominant over the weak… those excluded  from full participation in the system come to feel like a surplus population, worthless and frustrated……..all the European population will be victim of the anty gipsy racism.”

2.- The authors of all these articles focus their efforts talking first about the Roma as the largest minority and how a new Europe must give priority to them because if they really believe in integration this huge minority cannot be put a side, the situation of the Roma here in Europe according to their studies is really bad and the segregation they suffer comes from many fronts and it adapts many faces from the educational till the laboral and the living day by day, but at the end , people must realize that racism will be a practice that will make everybody loose, it is a sum zero game in wich Europe is getting into and they still don’t realize how bad it can be, so is better to start changing now.

3.-  Roma are at somehow for Me something new, in my country we have them but not even close as in Europe, in my country they are a very small group and they are nomads, and mostly Spanish-andaluz descendants , I am sure if they will be  a bigger group similar issues will happen in my country too, but in Europe for Me after visiting Hungary, Slovakia, and part of the Czech Republic, at moments seems like they are something in the middle of no were, no one cares about them apparently and at the same time it seems that parts of the text become real, unfortunately since they are so many measures must be taken, otherwise  the European population will start to suffer the shock of a growing uneducated minority who feels not part of the society and like I read it can become even a problem of national patriotism, like it happened in my country with the indigenous group that is like one quarter of the population and they claim for authonomy and even different laws for their communities. Causingmaterial damages and breaking the national unity. The situations are very similar but in my country the indigenous movement has lot of power and force, only they have overthrown governments.

4.- The textual connection is clear most of the things the suthor mention are becoming real, the material damages sometimes, the crime rates the prostitution we can see in Praha mostly by Gypsie women, the Roma community like I read is voting more and more but at the same time they feel that they are not well represented, and if we take the Slovak case they seem to have no vote in none of the public matters, a lot of potential workers are being not used and of course lots of future citizens are not even counted or registered, and the human cost the biggest one is not even taken by the government.

5.-  I like to read the text but at some moments I didn’t like that there is not many solutions to the problem, I mean is fine to have first an exposition of the problem but it could be more usefull if also the author can talk about some possible scenarios or maybe some possible plans, but is very valuable that  the future and present implications of this program and the insertion of this human group to it and the costs of non doing it.

· UNDP (2003) The Roma in Eastern and central Europe , UNDP http://roma.undp.sk.

· World Bank (2003) The Roma Page www.worldbank.org/eca/roma.

· Hancock, Ian (2000) The consequences of Anty-Gypsy Racism in Europe, in other voices .The (e) Journal of Cultural Criticism, v. 2, n.1  www.othervoices.org/2.1/hancock/roma/html , 

