J. Sebastian Jaramillo Salazar AQCI #2

Pierre Van Den Berghe, Does Race matter?

1.- “All social organisms are biologically programmed to be nepotistic,….social race is an extension of the principle of nepotism, it cannot long survive interbreeding;…. In Practice ,…only a few inherited phenotypes are culturally utilized to form social races, and they are chosen, not for their behavioral significance, but simply for their visibility„

2.- Van Den Berghe studies in this article the real links between race, behavior and the genetic link between them and at the same time the way this ones create the concept of social race and racism, which according to him is just an   case of  “culture ‘highjacking’ genes which were selected for different ends, and making them serve a totally different social agenda „ and at the end he mentions something interesting is that we are just starting to understand the co-evolution of genes and culture and behavior that seems to make no sense at all like racism. Is interesting to see that he actually mentions a direct relation between genes and cultural behavior is very important to mention that this strong linkage did not evolve with natural selection or evolutionary processes.

3.- Well this article was very interesting for me if we take in count that I come from a country that most of the people is mixed, and also because after my arriving to countries like USA Canada or Europe I could see and experience that race for some people may seem to be a big issue, in my specific case when is very obvious that I am not local and that is because my skin is darker, this gets special importance for Me in cases when for example I have to walk in the street afraid of being beaten up because some stupid bunch of skinheads think they are better than Me for the fact of skin color, this is for sure a pluralistic society but at the same time it is a international city ,for me it has been a brutal shock but until some point understandable attitude of the local towards the foreigners, the sad thing is that this is never going to change and also no matter what we have to realize that the story of humanities are based in migration flows wich of course have as first instance xenophobic behavior. It seems we are going back again to the key but so hard to get word tolerance, the key stone of the modern societies and the supposed step to be better human beings, I don’t know until what point this can be true but at least that is what we have been indoctrinated and it seems till some point to make sense.

4.- Since I mention in my experiential connection the racism problem here in Prague, one of the most important argument I found in these text is about the race interbreeding, is very interesting to see something that is real and not much people talks about, if we take the author’s statements we can talk first of all that there is no pure races wich is true completely and wich destroy until some point the skinhead ideology, also is interesting to mention that despite the clear linkage between genes and behavior this one didn’t evolve by natural selection.

5.- I like the author stressing some concepts again like race and genes and how they can become agglutinating elements abut at the same time is also good he mentions that they can be ambiguous and manipulable, is a fact we have nepotistic predisposition, but he destroys several theories with scientific analisis  about race and the links it has with behavior, interbreeding and many other innovative elements.

-Van Den Berghe, Hartman, Douglas “Does Race Matters?”, text 9 in Hutchinson, John, Smith Anthony, eds (1996) Ethnicity, Oxford- New York: Oxford university Press,pp 28-31.
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J. Sebastian Jaramillo Salazar.  AQCI#3

The Roma in Eastern and Central Europe, The Roma Page, The consequences of anti-gypsy Racism in Europe.

1.- “Roma are Europe’s largest minority, they live in nearly all the countries of  Europe and Asia…….Racism is prejudice plus power, and it tends to reinforce particular patterns…..the dominant over the weak… those excluded  from full participation in the system come to feel like a surplus population, worthless and frustrated……..all the European population will be victim of the anty gipsy racism.”

2.- The authors of all these articles focus their efforts talking first about the Roma as the largest minority and how a new Europe must give priority to them because if they really believe in integration this huge minority cannot be put a side, the situation of the Roma here in Europe according to their studies is really bad and the segregation they suffer comes from many fronts and it adapts many faces from the educational till the laboral and the living day by day, but at the end , people must realize that racism will be a practice that will make everybody loose, it is a sum zero game in wich Europe is getting into and they still don’t realize how bad it can be, so is better to start changing now.

3.-  Roma are at somehow for Me something new, in my country we have them but not even close as in Europe, in my country they are a very small group and they are nomads, and mostly Spanish-andaluz descendants , I am sure if they will be  a bigger group similar issues will happen in my country too, but in Europe for Me after visiting Hungary, Slovakia, and part of the Czech Republic, at moments seems like they are something in the middle of no were, no one cares about them apparently and at the same time it seems that parts of the text become real, unfortunately since they are so many measures must be taken, otherwise  the European population will start to suffer the shock of a growing uneducated minority who feels not part of the society and like I read it can become even a problem of national patriotism, like it happened in my country with the indigenous group that is like one quarter of the population and they claim for authonomy and even different laws for their communities. Causingmaterial damages and breaking the national unity. The situations are very similar but in my country the indigenous movement has lot of power and force, only they have overthrown governments.

4.- The textual connection is clear most of the things the suthor mention are becoming real, the material damages sometimes, the crime rates the prostitution we can see in Praha mostly by Gypsie women, the Roma community like I read is voting more and more but at the same time they feel that they are not well represented, and if we take the Slovak case they seem to have no vote in none of the public matters, a lot of potential workers are being not used and of course lots of future citizens are not even counted or registered, and the human cost the biggest one is not even taken by the government.

5.-  I like to read the text but at some moments I didn’t like that there is not many solutions to the problem, I mean is fine to have first an exposition of the problem but it could be more usefull if also the author can talk about some possible scenarios or maybe some possible plans, but is very valuable that  the future and present implications of this program and the insertion of this human group to it and the costs of non doing it.
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