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1. Central quotation: “Our concern is with the way in which ethnic and cultural groups have become wholly or partly merged into national societies so as to support the political organization of the national state.” (p. 36)
2. Argument: Birch’s aim in this chapter is to discuss and present an overview of the concept of national integration (see quote). He starts by presenting four traditional, historical arguments in favour of national integration and assimilation. These arguments according to Birch reigned from 1850s to 1960 with liberals and socialists at that time regarding assimilation as a necessary aspect of prospect. Birch goes on by describing the practice of nation-building, summarizing the different measure and instruments used by the government to influence or increase national integration. After this Birch argues that the1960s indicated a swung away from the belief that assimilation of minorities is a necessary process in the building of a nation (p. 46)…According to Birch the 1960s and 1970s ethnic and cultural conflicts created a minor revolution in the thinking of national integration. Arguments for social pluralism rose questioning the assimilation process as a necessity for integration and stability of the state… it was clearly too simple to equate integration with assimilation, just like that (p. 49). Birch finds it thus necessary to break down the concept of integration into smaller categories (p. 49) and in the final part he identifies patterns of integration: Economic, political, social integration. Furthermore Birch argues that these processes can be subdivided even further (see his framework p. 51). Birch’s main argument is thus that ethnic and cultural groups in a process of national integration happening on different levels (Economic, political and social) and with different intensity or according to different degrees (e.g. assimilation, melting pot or cultural pluralism) have merged forming specific national states.
3. Question: Birch presents a mainly descriptive overview of national integration but he leaves some questions unanswered e.g. what are the theoretical arguments for cultural pluralism? Referring to his final framework (p. 51) you could ask (to gain further understanding of the national integration process) how the patterns of integration are connected e.g. could partial or full economic integration result in growing social or political integration?

4. Experiential connection: In the introduction Birch argues that most countries have experienced nearly the same process of national integration except homogenous countries like Japan and Sweden. I find this statement interesting considering the fact that Denmark (my country) also has a very homogenous population with only 8,2 percent foreigners in 2004 (actually more homogenous then Sweden where one fifth of the population are immigrants or have at least one foreign-born parent
). The interesting fact is however that the number of foreigners has increase by 189 percent
 from constituting only 3 percent of the population in 1980. Though Denmark is already a constituted nation-state the extreme increase in foreigners strongly raises in my opinion the demand for national integration in Denmark. This demand is already visible in the current debate with growing focus on integration policy. In referring to this, I find Birch’s discussion and overview of national integration useful also in homogenous countries (like Denmark) which currently go through growing immigration and in addition have limited experience with national integration. 

5. Textual connection: In my opinion Birch’s article can in some way be related to Bhikhu Parekh and the idea of a balance between unity and diversity.“If we are to develop coherent political structure for a multicultural society, we need to appreciate the importance of both unity and diversity and establish a satisfactory relationship between them.” (p. 206)
. The need for national integration and the merging of ethnic and cultural groups into national societies are surely related to the notion of unity. At the same time Birch’s “degrees” of pluralism (assimilation, “melting pot” and cultural pluralism) can be connected to degrees of diversity in a certain society.

6. Implications: Birch’s article shows that national integration is not a simple straight forward process but that a differentiation between diverse integration types is necessary. Integration is a multi-level process and politicians must take this into their considerations when integration policies are formed.
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