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AQCI by Carsten Grønholdt

1. Central quotation: “If we are to develop coherent political structure for a multicultural society, we need to appreciate the importance of both unity and diversity and establish a satisfactory relationship between them.” (p. 206)

2. Argument: Parekh argues that the multicultural society faces two conflicting demands: First the demand for sense of unity as precondition for enforcing collective-binding decisions, regulating and resolving conflict. Second the demand for diversity which by definition is an inescapable fact of collective life and must be respected in order to secure mutual trust and loyalty. For Parekh (as quoted) the multicultural society must find the delicate balance between these two demands. He examines four different approaches: The assimilationist, the proceduralist, civic assimitionalist and the millet model. He founds all four models inadequate for a multicultural society. Instead he argues that though different multicultural societies have different histories and traditions they all are facing the common problem of reconciling unity and diversity and therefore all of them apply to certain general principles. These principles are not prescribed as a model but should be seen as navigational devices concerning the structure of authority, justice, and collective rights.

3. Question: Parekh carries out a very systematic analysis of the four models,  their advantages and disadvantages but his analysis of his own principles of “navigational devices” is less critical and systematic. The argumentation seems a bit to pragmatic and vague and it is unclear under which circumstances a certain “navigational devices” can be applied and also which kind of political structure Parekh actually sees as ideal for a multicultural society (and when is a society actually multicultural?).

4. Experiential connection: I find the importance of balance between unity and diversity crucial and very illustrative in the case of Danish integration policy. I think the balance between unity and diversity as an issue for long time has been underestimated? suppressed?  in Denmark. Politicians have done nothing to find a satisfying balance between unity and diversity despite the  increasing number of immigrants and a growing filling _? of unbalance in the Danish public. This balance could have been determined in my opinion by an actual integration-policies but this has not been the case – in my opinion a clear sign of policy failure. Instead,  populist parties
 which focus mostly on unity and less on diversity have understood the public cry for political interference. They have conquered the debate and influenced the integration policy not necessarily for the worse but nevertheless a satisfying balance between unity and diversity has in my opinion not yet been found.

5. Textual connection: John Rex and Bhikhu Parekh  have some shared thoughts. Rex states that a multicultural society should find room for both unity and diversity. “Minority communities and minority cultures do not threaten the unity of society” (Rex, 2001: 68)
. Both of them believe that a multicultural society is possible though Rex seems more positive then Parekh. They also both put out ? that lack of research in this field of study. 
 One text is enough and Berghe does not fit here without more argumentation
6. Implications: Bhikhus thoughts about finding the balance between unity and diversity are a very central analytical tool in the search for a suitable political structure in a multicultural society. Finding this balance is however more problematic, racism, nationalism and simple rational behavior by majorities might prevent the “right” balance. This “right” balance will always be a normative, political question.
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�Especially the Danish Peoples Party (Dansk Folkeparti) which gives parliamentary support to the government and has had growing influence on the integration policy and the balance between unity and diversity.


�Rex, John (2001): The concept of a multicultural society, in Guibernau, Montserat and Rex, Ethnicity reader, nationalism, multiculturalism and Migration, pp 213


�Van den Berghe, Pierre: ”Does Race matter?”, text 9 Hutchinson (1996), see the reader.





