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Ian Hancock, The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe

1)(…)” the oppressive treatment of a population over an extended period of time will create discriminatory attitudes, the effects of which will continue to assert themselves in the actual population long after laws have been changed” (…)“it is not simply the system which has to change, or opportunities to be equalised, but-we must also work to change people’s attitudes”.1 

2) After the fall of Communism in Central and Eastern Europe, the ethnic resentment and therefore, ethnic tension reappeared. The Roma, hardly protected were one of the first targets of such hatred, because of a weak legal framework and because of their marginalization.

The author, Ian Hancock presents this exclusion and the racism they are victims of, by drawing a parallel to the Afro-American in the USA. The common history of slavery causes these two ethnic groups to be dehumanised and devalued which still continue today and explains their exclusion of the society. This resentment leads them to increase their violence toward the “racist” society, which reinforces opinion people have about or of them. This impression is already deeply rooted in the culture creating a myth of the Roma minority or the Afro-American one. Thus to erase racism the Roma are victims of, people attitudes have to change. This can be achieved by using laws to condemn racist behaviour, by monitoring the school system and by deconstructing this myth through the media.

3) Hancock stresses the parallel between the Roma and the African-Americans. Indeed the former slavery seems to have rooted racism and discrimination in Europe and in the US. In this way the comparison appears very relevant. Nevertheless, the social role, the perception, or the implication that they have in the society is deeply different from each other. Hence the social comparison do not seems convincing to me.

Did the lack of important or famous Roma ther eis no lack of them   we just do not hear about theme, there are writers, lawyers, musicians even a martyr from latin America etc.., (in the political, cultural or sport sphere) not prove a real handicap for them to express their cause and to coordinate a fight for their rights? Is therefore the “chaos” which Hancock speaks of really inevitable? Redo pls
4) Hancock’s arguments are very relevant, very clear and explain a disturbing reality in Central and Eastern Europe for the Roma population. Their marginalization is obvious through speeches of citizens, who see them as the only responsible for thievery, crimes and even of the malfunction of their society. The Roma are regarded as systematically guilty, which can be compared to Turkish minority in Germany or the North African one in France. Although this racism toward the Roma is still firmly rooted in people’s minds, most of the Eastern and Central European government started some policies for the integration of the Roma. This is also due to a strong European pressure, conditioning their entrance in the E.U. These progressive policies have been noted by the Council of Europe Secretariat of the Framework Convention for the Protection of Minorities, which showed his satisfaction2. Thus, we can hope that it will work to change the people’s attitude. This is not your experience is it, Pls stick to the AQCI guidelines
5) “I am black and I do not like manioc”3, is the title a book by Gaston Kelman, French immigration expert of African origin. In this provocative book, he tries to show how the society is racist without especially remarking it. Behind the image of being “black” there is always the notion of the good rhythm musician, sorcerer and… African. Even the “nice” question “where do you come from?” always traduces that an Afro French cannot be 100% French, even if he /she  was born there and has always lived there. For them racism will disappear when the society has learned to live with differences and to recognize them as part of it. Similarly the Roma could be part of the Hungarian or Romanian society and not only thieves.

6) In 2000, this short text implies, that the European Roma would revolt, which would lead to a serious crisis in Europe. Nevertheless, can noticeable improvement achieved by some pro Roma policies change the situation? No questions here pls.
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