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European Policies towards Ethnic Minorities

Anthony Birch, National Integration
1) Central Quotation: “These and similar works created a minor revolution in thinking about the process of national integration, based upon the propositions that the assimilation of minorities was not taking place in the way previously imagined, was not necessary to the stability of the state, and possibly was not even desirable. ”

2) Argument: In this part of the text, Anthony Birch explains how the common idea that the assimilation of the ethnic minorities is necessary to retain the stability of a state has been questioned in the sixties and seventies, especially in the United States. It was the emergence of the concept of pluralistic societies as a mean to achieve the ethno-cultural justice in a state. But according to the author, this change of concept only constituted a “minor revolution”. In fact Anthony Birch believes in the beneficial effects of some kind of assimilation of the ethnic minorities, and to him the concept of a pluralistic societies should not be applied to all the societies.

3) Question: The question that occured to me while reading this text is whether the author had a really neutral point of view over the matter. It is true that he wrote the book to demonstrate one idea, but by giving those examples of other means to achieve ethno-cultural stability, and then by saying that those examples are not to be given too much importance, he strengthens the feeling that he’s not really being objective. What is objective? Sciences, especially social no longer play this game. Intersubjectivity is the word, ie when several scientists agree that the relevant phenomenon may be a fact… redo pls.
4) Experiential Connection: the recent riots in the suburbs in France could be added to the list of those examples of the failure of assimilation towards ethnic minorities. Even though according to the French republican principles one should not speak about ethnic minorities in France, one cannot deny that there is a real problem with the integration of immigrationts. The events of November showed how bad the situation is and that the French model of assimilation, which still exists even though the politicians don’t use this word anymore, needs to be seriously questioned if we want to solve the problem from its roots. 

5) Textual Connection: Concerning this example of the failure of the French model of integration, Pierre-André Taguieff, in La République enlisée. Pluralisme, communautarisme et citoyenneté, (“The stuck Republic: pluralism, communautarism and citizenship”) suggests to keep assimilation as a republican ideal but to soften its applications. In brief, he asks for a pragmatic vision of the national integration, saying that being stuck to principles and ideals doesn’t help to be efficient.
  No quote in theis para
6) Implications: one of the main implications of those considerations is that we might stop referring to concepts and ideas all the time to justify our attitudes towards minorities. I think that we really lack pragmatism and that we should only consider those concepts as frameworks that could be easily changed regarding the various situations. The reality should dictate our attitude.
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