Marion Bouchaud AQCI # 2

”Roma Integration is Key in enlarged Europe”

1. Central Quotation:  « Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries will only become successful members of the European Union  (EU) if the Roma, the region’s largest ethnic minority, become fully   integrated through jobs, education and political participation »

2. Argument:  This United Nations Development Program (UNDP) webpage is about the Roma Human Development Report « Avoiding the Dependency Trap » that was commissioned by the UNDP in 2002. This report begins with the figures of the Roma minority’s today’s situation, explaining that they constitute the largest minority in the new adherents of the EU, but are still far from being integrated in those societies. According to this report, there cannot be any successful integration of these countries without a full integration of the Roma community. The report quotes the European legislation and values, emphasizing the fact that it should provide a great opportunity to achieve integration for the Roma community. If the needed steps are not launched, the situation could worsen: « The human security costs of exclusion will spiral, potentially resulting in political extremism and setbacks for the democratic process, both East and West »
.

3. Question: The question that is, in my opinion, resulting from that reading is how, on a large European scale, to implement such demands? In facts, the issue of the Roma community is not something that occurred on the European agenda with the enlargement to the ECE countries. This community is already present in nearly all the European member states and is also suffering there the same discrimination, but still nothing has been done to improve their situation. Of course the figures are more striking concerning the ECE countries, but how are we going to find a solution for an issue that we couldn’t deal with when it was smaller?

4. Textual connection: The reading of the full report from the UNDP commission, is, of course something that would give a wider understanding of the issue. But there have been many other reports and texts written by Non-Governmental Organisations or official commissions on that subject. For example the World Bank Report: “Roma in an Expanding Europe: Breaking the Poverty Cycle”
 which also highlights, with relevant figures, the situation of plight that is endured by the Roma community throughout Europe, and especially in the ECE countries. 

5. Experiential connection: As I already highlighted it above, the Roma issue is also concerning the West Europeans countries. As far as France is concerned, the Roma community is to be found in almost all the country and it is not unusual to hear prejudices about them among the conversation. In France too, they are suffering an economic and social plight along with a real lack of cooperation from the authorities. The most visible consequence is that they don’t have places to establish themselves (except in few cities that have made efforts to offer them some plot of land) and so they have to stay on lands that are not aimed at this. It increases the resentment of the population towards them and therefore contributes to their obvious lack of integration within our societies.

6. Implications: The implications of such an assessment are various. First it has consequences not only for the Roma community but also for other minorities (ethnic or not) within the EU that also lack integration and suffer from high discrimination. It is questioning the EU’s ability to deal with such minorities, even though there legal texts and so on… the reality is facing the theory and this example of the Roma might only be one among many. Can the EU really be considered as a coherent entity when it leaves apart a noticeable proportion of its population?
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