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Central Quotation-

“There is no doubt that human rights advocates played a major role in this development. By generating and crafting language about Romani issues in their submissions to treaty-established bodies and human rights reports, they conceptualized the issue in a way that caused states to slowly move the focus of their approach to Roma away from social policy and ‘crime prevention’ toward a more human rights oriented policy. The ‘new’ human rights focus included three aspects: non-discrimination, minority rights and a developmental approach.”

Argument-Sobotka’s article deals with the simultaneous development of human rights legislation and Romani centred policies focussing on the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia. I thought this article was one of the most relevant I have looked at regarding Roma Policy so far. I think the pairing of human rights legislation and Roma policy is an important step because I believe that in the European Union, old and so-called new, that a large part of the problem is the unwillingness of domestic governments to reform legislation to comply with instruments of International public law.
Question- I agree with this article for the most part but I think it overlooks the need not only for acceptance of equality policies but also the commitment of domestic governments to the true implementation of such policies. The EU Race Equality Directive is an example, success of this and similar policies depends on more than a signature but full willingness to enforce the policy. The EU owes it to the Roma people to ensure these are enforced at all levels of politics, in counries new and old to the union.

Experiential Connection- The United Kingdom has long been referred to as the leader in Europe for race relation legislation. Yet the recent Conservative Party General Election campaign attacking travelling minorities and the subsequent public support is just one particularly alarming example of the insufficiency of legislation when the adequate social bodies are not in position to combat prejudice and discrimination.
Textual Connection- 

“ The Romani exodus showed also the level of ignorance about the Romani issues on the side of representativesof EU state-members, the need to change the asylum policies of particular member states, and the necessity to understand the Roma problem as a European issue. Most

importantly, the crisis connected with the migration of Roma opened the question

whether international documents and treaties reflect specific problems of the Romani

minority in Central and Eastern Europe. The European Union found itself unprepared to

face the Romani problem, and some EU officials blamed Slovak authorities for that.”

Implications- Although Vašecka’s piece was written before the ascension of the ten new states to the EU in 2004, I think the issues raised are increasingly topical. Although it is a particularly common problem in the political arena, I think it is necessary to step beyond blame shifting and establish who is in the best position to address the needs of Romani issues so that the benefits are felt at a community level, rather than lost in the hierarchy of bureaucracy. We can learn from the EU that improved Romani policy is required across Europe and that it is the Union’s own responsibility to ensure that the most efficient bodies are in situation to implement policy at a domestic and local level. Without commitment and understanding, policies and directives are pointless.
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