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1.CENTRAL QUOTATION

p.90: Velvet Revolution has, it appears, been followed by Velvet Divorce. It is clear, however, that such a cosy view ignores substantial numbers of people who have been adversely effected by the changes in economic terms. It is even more clear that it ignores the plight of the Gypsies, or Roma, whose situation has deteriorated in almost every way since 1989. 
2. ARGUMENT

The author demonstrates on the Czech example suppression of the Romani population in post-communist regimes. He states that the Czech Republic is a country with minimum tolerance. He supports his argument by historical and cultural development in the country. Moreover, it is highlighted that racism in the Czech Republic is not the ‘fault’ of communism but of the country, the Czech nation as a whole. 

3. QUESTION

This article did not point out any positive fact about the Czech policy towards the Roma minority. Together with the Czech accession appeared new anti-discrimination ‘stream’ supported by several NGOs and to some extent government (by passing ‘tolerance’ law). Thus, there is a shift towards tolerance in the Czech Republic which was in the text completely forgotten. 

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION

The author emphasizes that Roma people are not welcomed in public places. Recently, there are appearing such cases in the Czech Republic that Roma people are refused a job while a ‘normal’ applicant is being accepted. Nevertheless, such proved cases are by the Czech law considered as discrimination and steps are taken to fight it.
5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION

Nedelsky supports the author’s argument that the Czech Republic does not treat minorities well. She states that “[i]t is clear that the Czech government has not succeeded in guaranteeing its minority citizens the most basic level of civic membership: effective protection from violent discrimination and persecution“ (2003:100).

6. IMPLICATIONS

The argument emphasizes that the Czech society as a whole should change. Nevertheless, it is a fact that this kind of ‘change’ is not a question of only one generation. It is a question of history and the general perception of minorities or tolerance towards them. The current Czech culture is stereotyped considering the view on Roma. A way to improve that is to evoke peoples’ interest and understanding of Romani culture.  
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