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Guy Will: “The Czech lands and Slovakia: another false dawn?”

1. Quotation.
“A decade later, the initial eager anticipation of the post-communist world had been bitterly disappointed as the successor government in both parts of the now divided state proved unable to protect their Romani citizens from savage racist attacks or provide them with employment
.”
2. Argument.
The present paper analyses the Czech and Slovak governmental policies towards the Roma, during communism and post communist period, suggesting that now and then the undertaken measures have been inadequate to understand and deal with Romani integration.

According to the author, during Communism, Roma in the Czech lands -originally migrant workers from Slovakia- were considered as the “most proletarianized and urbanized of all European Roma”. Nevertheless, even integrated in the labour market they were still victims of governmental coercive measures- dispersal, forced sedentarisation, sterilisation and denial of recognition as “national minority”. The post-communist years turned out to be as dramatic as the previous ones, synonyms of racial motivated attacks, unemployment, residential and educational segregation, legal denial through the citizenship law, exodus, etc. Only in the recent years, following huge contest and international pressure, governments have started to seriously think about valuable programs for the Romani integration, including legal and affirmative measures.  But still the programs are more theoretical than concrete and suffer lack of allocations. 

3. Question.

As we have seen, Europe has played a crucial role in the promotion of integration of the national minorities, but one simple question could be asked: will that continue to be the case with the same assiduity and attentiveness, now that Czech lands and Slovakia have managed to enter the European Union?

4. Experiential Connection.

I would like by one concrete example- concerning Roma in the Czech town Cesky Krumlov- expose a particular case of successful Romani integration. Much has been said about the Romani “problem”, but the local authorities of Cesky Krumlov have proved that the implementation of an active policy, promoting Roma integration and participation in the local society is not a chimerical idea
. Through real political will to cooperate with the Roma, they have given a positive image of their Roma, provide for employment and favoured NGO’s initiatives. As a result the community is well integrated and suffers no particular problems with the majority. Consequently, theory can turn into practice if political will and efforts from both sides are present. 

5. Textual Connection. 

“Authorities frequently justified a lack of action on Romani issues with reference to a “civic principle” — an anchor for policy based on a rather extreme view of the primacy of the individual — according to which special measures for Roma would not be acceptable (…) neither policy-making effort has to date paid off in concrete terms however, and the inadequacy of the policy documents of both countries give rise to the concern that they will not pay off in the future either
”. As Will Guy, Eva Sobotka is being very critical to Czech and Slovak governments, accusing them to openly avoid associating themselves to concrete affirmative actions towards the Roma minority. 

6. Implications.

We have already seen that to achieve and adequate integration of the Romani community, both legal and socio-economical measures are needed. But besides this, a key to the solution is also the dawning of a broad popular awareness and sensitisation. The majority is “the one to convince”. Explaining the necessity of adopting particular initiatives can be the answer to better inter-ethnic relations…
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