Iordanova Vladislava The Consequences of Anti-Gypsy Racism in Europe
1.Quotation.
«With collapse of Communism, ethnic tensions and hatreds have been able to surface, with the disastrous consequences we are witnessing in parts of Europe today. (…)those groups who have little defensive power, and who are being particularly harshly victimized—and I refer here to the Roma—are especially anxious to return to that earlier political system which offered them a measure of protection, and which also provided them with jobs.» (Ian Hancock, http://www.othervoices.org/2.1/hancock/roma.html).
2.Argument.
Ian Hancock outlines the actual problem of the democratic deficit in some Eastern European countries, that makes feel all the people who have lost from the transition process, nostalgic about the communist time. Among them, the Roma people, living in extreme poverty, and reaching in some regions a rate of unemployment around 90%. The author compares their present situation with the Afro-American in the 20th century, concluding that if nothing is done to improve the ethnic relations in Eastern Europe, the situation can become explosive in a near future. Deeply rooted in the collective imaginary, the discriminatory attitude against the Roma population will take many years to change. It’s a question of new mentalities and new generation. But to change mentalities, we have still to change first the system, using mainly the law and providing minorities the human basic rights, as well as equal access to education and employment. Media have also a significant role to play, the way they presents Roma people to the others being crucial for the every day's life.

3.Question.
Changing the law is central to the Roma question, but even the perfect law system doesn’t guarantee objective application. Living in a world of mass media’s, where communication has more power than legislation, isn’t it better to rely on this field and on «mediation processes» to give people a better awareness of the Roma integration programs? We have seen that countries that have serious problems with extreme right parties, don’t make them disappear by changing only their legislation. The real question is what kind of organisation should be responsible for the promoting of the good ethnic relations- central to the national cohesion? 

4.Experiental Connexion.
Groups always define themselves in relations with other groups, finding often someone to reject the fault on when problems occur. In Eastern Europe, Roma are seen like this kind of population, «stealing from the honest people, and being shamefully privileged by the social security.» Being Bulgarian and living in Belgium, I have argued with many people in Bulgaria about theses stereotypes, present mainly among the old generation. Nevertheless, my personal opinion is that mentalities are slowly changing- the media’s having also contributed to this improvement, specially the last 3-4 years. It is for example amazing how quick the world «Roma» (chosen by the community to define herself) has replaced in the media and in the current language the more pejorative designation «Tsiganes». And this is just one small example among others.

5.Textual Connexion. 

“Legal frameworks for minority right protections are a necessary but insufficient precondition for sustainable integration. Without development opportunities, legal rights remain hollow.” (UNDP report about Roma situation- http://roma.undp.sk/DOWNLOADS/Summary%20publication.pdf ). This comparative survey of the United Nation Development Program, made in five countries, confirms Ian Hancock’s points of view, claiming for a legal non-discriminatory legislation on the one hand, promoting necessarily social integration by the other.

6.Implications

Briefly, the way Roma population will be integrated or not, is one of the central and difficult issues for the coming years. It is a test of the democratic consolidation in countries that don’t have long experience in consensual negotiation and that face a high rate of ethnical diversity. 

