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1) “[…] how ideas of race, ethnicity and culture all elide into the concept of multiulturalism.” (p177)

2) Malik shows how the idea of multiculturalism shows up ambiguous, and in fact hides dangerous philosophical shifts in meaning, by giving a rational meaning to inequality, and by presenting social differences in term of ethnicity, that is “crossing the gap between racial and cultural definitions of social difference”. He is strongly against the use of this “politically acceptable” concept of ethnicity that opens the way to any kind of racist confusion.

3) Still, Malik does not take time here to evoke any distinction between cultural pluralism and multiculturalism. Replaced in the framework of other author’s works, who distinguish them, this is problematic for understanding: are both approaches and political attitudes equivalent?

4) This warning about ethnicity joins my own hesitation and reluctance (which have not disappeared since the beginning of the seminar) towards this assertion of “cultural distinctive” groups, and the narrow distance from identification to categorisation; in a way, Malik gives a constructed argument to what were vague presumptions.

5) Malik’s position about ethnicity almost as the continuity of race to present social difference comes up against most author’s rigorous efforts to distinguish race and ethnicity, such as Banton’s view quoted and taken up by Eriksen in his article “Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nation”: “race refers to the categorisation of people of “them”], while ethnicity has to do with group identification [of “us”]”.

6) Even if Malik’s argument may seem quite brutal, I think it is just. Above all, it points out the problems that hurt by recalling the history of the emergence of the post-war concept of multiculturalism (after the colonialist-shaped pluralism and the declared anti-racist postwar years). And finally, it makes us keep putting our even best-willing anti-discrimination policies into question: to what extent are they inherited from a racial and categorising comprehension of social difference?


