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1. “Inequalities of ‘condition’ can be said to obstruct real ‘equality of opportunity’ because all those who are competing do not start from the same point.”  (p33).

 2. According to Bagilhole equal opportunities should be about treating everybody fairly and  equally regardless of their background or lifestyle. But how possible is this when people don’t have the same backgrounds and lifestyles?  The central argument to combat this is to have positive action to bring people of different backgrounds and lifestlyes up to the point where they can compete equally with other individuals.

3. To bring the disadvantaged up to a point where they can compete equally with other individuals has proved to be difficult. On a practical level how could this be acheieved? As noted by Cunningham (1992) such policies could prove to be a considerable intrusion on ‘individual liberty and family’ life if this is to take place at the early stages of  early life, and thus Cunningham considers this ‘unrealistic and impossible to enforce’ (p178). However,  I disagree and wonder how effective such policies could be if they are undertook at the early school level?

4. From my own experience I see how such policies are effective at the early schooling level. My nephew is of a mixed cultural background. In Ireland this is something that could lead to possible disadvantages for him in his life, as Irish society is only recently becoming more multicultural. In his school, which is in a very small rural town, there is a new initiative sponsored by the Irish government’s Department for Social and Family Affairs, which brings guest speakers to the school once a month to educate the students (at primary level) on different cultures and beliefs in Ireland. Hopefully such an intiative will prove to be effective in creating a tolerant multicultural society in the future.

5. “The task of enrollment policy (for Roma children ) is  to  open  up  a  way  into  education,  to  eliminate  the  differences  that  are  the  result  of  deprivation in upbringing and education, and not  to deepen those differences and thus create conditions for discrimination” (Stojanovic et al., 2003). This argument for bringing Roma children up to an educational level that they can properly compete with non-Roma children at the early school level confirms and fits well with Bagilhole’s statement that inequalities of conditions can be a real obstruction to real equality.
6. This argument is obvious to those who feel that the Roma have long been disadvantaged and face a constant struggle and disadvantage from when the enter school. As is often protrayed in the media, this is not just a problem for Central and Eastern European countries. In Ireland for example, the Travelling Community face discrimination on a daily basis, especially when it comes to education. Very little accommadations are made for their nomadic way of life or for their language (Kant) in the schooling system. The education system in Ireland has posed a real challenge for the inclusion of the Travelling Community into the wider society and continues to do so. It is only when the discrepancies in conditions for Traveller/Roma children are addressed and dealt with that we can honestly say we are on the right road to real equality for these communities.
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