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1.  “A new goal has become widely accepted in British race Relations, namely that of the multicultural society, but the meaning of this term remains remarkably obscure“. (Rex p. 206)

2. In his complex expansion of a multicultural society, Rex explains that such a society must be two-fold: having a public sphere in which the society is unitary; and a private sphere in which diversity is allowed and indeed encouraged. In order to propagate a democratic multicultural society multiculturalism can be encouraged in the private spheres of personal lifestyle, marriage, family, community and religion, and must be discouraged in the public spheres of law, politics and economy. However, Rex cautions that if we equate multiculturalism with equality then we end up with a ‘fuzziness‘ that can result in minorities recieving something less and inferior than majorities.

3. Rex raises an interesting proposition in that majority children should be taught about minority cultures. Should this be confined to the areas covered by the private sphere, or should different legal traditions be included in such a scheme? E.g. Shari a law. Also should such a scheme cover all the minority ethnic groups in the UK or just concentrate on West Indian and South Asian minorities?
4. In my opinion having a two-fold domain is an ideal situation. But I doubt that it is possible to demark so clearly a divide between the public and the private spheres. Especially when one considers religion and its effects on politics, or indeed family and its effects on legal policy.

5. The pluralist model that Kuper presents equates with Rex‘s multicultural model to the extent that the public domain is a commitment to common values by various groups. “The pluralist dispersion of the individuals different roles…may also be expected to contribute to integration by promoting the diffusion of common values“, (Kuper pp 221, 222). By diffusing common values we can see how they would be a major component of the public sphere that Rex proposes.

6. In such an increasingly diverse world that we live in it is clear that we need to concentrate on what commonalities and simliarities we have, and to try to foster these into a ‘public domain’ where we can all relate to them. Our society can only be improved by encouraging our diversities and indeed our similarities
