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1. ‘Subjected to the relentless assimilationalist pressure of the dominant culture, [minorities], especially youth, internalize their inferior status and opt for uncritical assimilation, lead confused lives or retreat into thein communal ghetto’ (p205)

 2. Parekh  points out that the public realm enjoys far greater dignity and prestige than the private one. In this respect, minorities, and especially the younger generation of these minorities try to loose their distinctness from the dominant culture as much as is possible for them. To explain this ‘sad phenomenon’he uses examples of young Jewish Europeans being embarrassed by their parents speaking Yiddish in public and a young Pakistani-English girl being embarrassed by her parents speaking Urdu. In a society dominated by one culture Parekh believes that tolerance is not enough to maintain cultural diversity in the private realm, and he calls on the public realm to do more to preserve and support this diversity.

3. In regards to the sad phenonmenon of younger minority members being embarrassed by the older member’s maintenance of their cultural diversity in the public realm I wonder how this would transpire in a society with a rapidly increasing minority group? For example , in sounthern United States would this appply to the Hispanic population?

4. From my own experience I believe that what Parekh calls the ‘sad phenomenon’ is indeed very sad and a great loss to the younger generation of minorities. The assimilationalist pressure that causes this is really just more divisive than cohesive. One has only to think of the current policy banning religious symbols in France and the divisiveness that that has caused.

5. ‘Actual and perceived losses in power and status by any social, ethnic, racial, or economic group almost always produce efforts to reverse those losses’, (Huntington, 2004). In his essay The Hispanic Challenge, Huntington takes the opposite view of Parekh, in that he views assimilation as a must. He believes that if minority cultures do not adopt the dominant norms then there will be a backlash and an impending doom for the society in general. He contradicts Parekh with his views on the necessity of Mexican Americans to lose their Mexican identity and to adopt the Anglo American one.

6. The implications for Huntington are dramatic. He  equates the 2040 population divide of Hispanics and non-Hispanics in California as being similar to the Serb and Muslim divide in 1990s Bosnia and Herzegovina. He implies that we will see a similar situation in California as we did in Bosnia and Herzegovina. I believe that by emphasisng the differences instead of the similarities between Hispanics and Non-Hispanics, Huntington has done a major diservice to cultural relations in the US.
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