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Central quotation: „Roma poverty is multifaceted: Roma are often deprived of the resources necessary for adequate living conditions, but also lack access to education, the labor markets, social and health services, and channels for participation in society.“(www.worldbank.org)

Argument: Roma people are the largest minority in Europe and they live nearly all of the countries in Europe and Central Asia. Roma people are facing a lot of discrimination and racism because of their culture and skin color (www.worldbank.org). Ian Hancock emphasizes four consequences of the hate they face. 1. Hate destroys any sense of patriotism within the victimized group and it causes a threat to national unity. 2. Racism is very expensive. The unemployment rate among Roma is 90% in some parts of Eastern Europe and it is caused by many different factors and costs a lot of money to the governement. 3. The potential work force of the Roma is not used. 4. Racism is bad for the image of the country. 

Experimental connection: Hancock draws a parallel between the Roma in Eastern Europe and African-Americans in the United States. During the history both of them have been used as slaves and the Roma still have some problems to be qualified as human beings in some countries. In the USA long-lasting racism has delivered lot of bitterness among African-Americans and I think the situation is the same with the Roma. 

Textual connection: Dr. Ekland-Olson argues that the discrimination against African-Americans and the rate of arrests and convictions are higher in those states which were also slave states in the 19th century. He emphasizes that although laws are changed it is difficult to change people’s opinions. The affects of that time can easily still be seen. 

Question: How is it possible to change the attitudes against the Roma? 

Implications: Hancock thinks that the best way to effect on people’s opinions is by using the law. People could be fined and punished for being racist. The other way to improve the situation is to change the education more equal. At first the children should have a right to learn the teaching language but there is no need for special class because of that. Only after education the Roma have better chances to be more equal. The last way is in the hands of the media. The way of reporting should not be connected to an ethnic group because it often creates prejudiges. With relatively easy and cheap actions the state can have very positive affects to the lives of millions of people.

